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The Constitution of the United States: A 
Transcription 
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Note: The following text is a transcription of the Constitution as it was inscribed by 

Jacob Shattus on parchment (the document on display in the Rotunda at the National 

Archives Museum.) The spelling and punctuation reflect the original. 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, 

promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves 

and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States 

of America. 

Article. I. 

 

Section. 1. 

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, 

which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

Section. 2. 

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year 

by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the 

Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. 
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No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty five 

Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, 

be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 
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Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may 

be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be 

determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service 

for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The 

actuat Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress 

of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they 

shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 

Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration 

shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts 

eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New 

Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina 

five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority 

thereof shall issue Writs of Election to filt such Vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have 

the sole Power of Impeachment. 

Section. 3. 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen 

by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall 

be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first 

Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the 

Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so 

that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, 

or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may 

make temporary 

Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and 

been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an 

Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no 

Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the Absence 

of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United States. 
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The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, 

they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, the 

Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of 

two thirds of 
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the Members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, 

and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United 

States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, 

Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. 

Section. 4. 

The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, 

shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any 

time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on the 

first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day. 

Section. 5. 

Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own 

Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller 

Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of 

absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide. 

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly 

Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the 

same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and 

Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of 

those Present, be entered on the Journal. 

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, 

adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses 

shall be sitting. 

Section. 6. 

The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be 

ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all 

Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during 

their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning 

from the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned 

in any other Place. 
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No Senator or Representative 'hall, during the Time for which he was elected, be appointed 

to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been created, 

or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person 

holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his 

Continuance in Office. 

Section. 7• 

All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate 

may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, 

before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve 

he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it 

shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed 

to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass 

the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall 

likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a 

Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, 

and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal 

of each House respectively. if any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten 

Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a 

Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment 

prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of 

Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented 

to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be 

approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate 

and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the 

Case of a Bill. 

Section. 8. 

The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to 

pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United 

States; but atl Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the 

Indian Tribes; 
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To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of 

Bankruptcies throughout the United States; 
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To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights 

and Measures; 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the 

United States; 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to 

Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries; 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences 

against the Law of Nations; 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures 

on Land and Water; 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer 

Term than two Years; 

To provide and maintain a Navy; 

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; 

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress 

Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such Part 

of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States 

respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia 

according to the discipline prescribed by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not 

exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance 

of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like 

Authority over alt Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which 

the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-yards, and other 

needful Buildings—And 

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the 

foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of 

the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 
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Section. 9. 

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think 

proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand 

eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not 

exceeding ten dollars for each Person. 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of 

Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or 

enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of 

one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged 

to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. 

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made 

by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public 

Money shall be published from time to time. 

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any 

Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept 

of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, 

or foreign State. Section. 10. 

No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and 

Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a 

Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing 

the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports 

or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: 

and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, 

shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject 

to the Revision and Controut of the Congress. 

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or 

Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or 

with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger 

as will not admit of delay. 
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Article. Il. 

Section. 1. 

The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall 

hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen 

for the same Term, be elected, as follows 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of 

Electors, equat to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may 

be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office 

of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of 

whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they 

shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which 

List they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the 

United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in 

the Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the 

Votes shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the 

President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if 

there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then 

the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; 

and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the List the said House 

shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be 

taken by States, the Representation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for this 

Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and a 

Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of 

the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the 

Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate 

shall chuse from them by Baltot the Vice President. 

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they 

shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States. 

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the 

Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any 

Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, 

and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. 
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In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or 

Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on 

the Vice 

President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, 

Resignation or 
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Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then act as 

President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a 

President shall be elected. 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which shall 

neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, 

and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or 

any of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or 

Affirmation: 

—"l do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of 

the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the 

Constitution of the United States." 

Section. 2. 

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, 

and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United 

States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the 

executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, 

and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United 

States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, 

provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with 

the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers 

and 

Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose 

Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: 

but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think 

proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the Recess 

of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session. 

Section. 3. 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and 

recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and 

expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, 

and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he 

may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and 
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other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall 

Commission all the Officers of the United States. 



 

21 

 

 



 

22 

 

Section. 4. 

The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed 

from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high 

Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

Article. Ill. 

Section. 1. 

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such 

inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, 

both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, 

and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be 

diminished during their Continuance in Office. 

Section. 2. 

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this 

Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, 

under their Authority; —to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and 

Consuts;—to all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which 

the United States shall be a Party;—to Controversies between two or more States;— between 

a State and Citizens of another 

State,—between Citizens of different States—between Citizens of the same State claiming 

Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and 

foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in 

which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the 

other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both 

as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress 

shall make. 

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial 

shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not 

committed within any State, the Trial shatl be at such Place or Places as the Congress may 

by Law have directed. 

Section. 3. 
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Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in 

adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of 

Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession 

in open Court. 
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The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder of 

Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person 

attainted. 

Article. IV. 

 

Section. 1. 

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial 

Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the 

Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect 

thereof. 

Section. 2. 

The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in 

the several States. 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from 

Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the 

State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction 

of the Crime. 

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping 

into another, shatt, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged 

from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom 

such Service or Labour may be due. 

Section. 3. 

New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be 

formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the 

Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures 

of the States concerned as welt as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations 

respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in 

this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, 

or of any particular State. 
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Section. 4. 

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of 

Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the 

Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against 

domestic Violence. 

Article. V. 

 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose 

Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds 

of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either 

Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified 

by the 

Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, 

as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided 

that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and 

eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Ctauses in the Ninth Section of the first 

Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the 

Senate. 

Article. VI. 

 

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this 

Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the 

Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance 

thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United 

States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound 

thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State 

Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the 

several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no 
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religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under 

the United States. 
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Article. Vll. 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment 

of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. 

The Word, "the," being interlined between the seventh and eighth Lines of the first Page, 

The 

Word "Thirty" being partly written on an Erazure in the fifteenth Line of the first Page, The 

Words "is tried" being interlined between the thirty second and thirty third Lines of the 

first Page and the Word "the" being interlined between the forty third and forty fourth 

Lines of the second Page. 

Attest William Jackson Secretary 

done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day 

of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of 

the Independance of the United States of America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have 

hereunto subscribed our Names, 

G O. Washington 

Presidt and deputy from Virginia 

Delaware 

Geo: Read 

Gunning Bedford jun 

John 

Dickinson 

Richard 

Bassett Jaco: 

Broom 

Maryland 

James McHenry 

Dan of St Thos. Jenifer 

Danl. Carrolt 

Virginia 

John Blair 
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James Madison Jr. 
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North Carolina 

Wm. Blount 

Richd. Dobbs Spaight 

Hu Williamson 

South Carolina 

J. Rutledge 

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney 

Charles Pinckney 

Pierce Butler 

Georgia 

William Few 

Abr Baldwin 

New Hampshire 

John Langdon 

Nicholas Gilman 

Massachusetts 

Nathaniel Gorham 

Rufus King 

Connecticut 

Wm. Saml. Johnson 

Roger Sherman 

New York 

Alexander Hamilton 

New Jersey 

Wil: Livingston 

David Brearley 

Wm. Paterson 

Jona: Dayton 
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Pennsylvania 

B Franklin 

Thomas Mifflin 

Robt. Morris 

Geo. Clymer 

Thos. FitzSimons 

Jared Ingersoll 

James Wilson 

Gouv Morris 

For biographies of the non-signing delegates to the Constitutional Convention, see 

the Founding Fathers page. 

< Back to Main Constitution Page 

The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration 

1-86-NARA-NARA or 1-866-272-6272 
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Bill of Rights 

Share: 

Amendment I 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereoE or abridging the freedom of speech, 

or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 

petition the Government tor a redress of grievances. 

Amendment Il 

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 

the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

Amendment Ill 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the 

consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed 

by law 

Amendment IV 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 

effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, 

and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath 
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or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and 

the persons or things to be seized. 
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Amendment V 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 

crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in 

cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual 

service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject för 

the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of lite or limb; nor shall be 

compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 

deprived of lite, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall 

private property be taken för public use, without just compensation. 

Amendment VI 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 

and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the 

crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been 

previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause 

of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 

compulsory process för obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 

Assistance of Counsel för his defénce. 

Amendment VII 

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 

twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact 

tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any COUrt of the United 

States, than according to the rules of the common law. 
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Amendment VIII 
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Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 

cruel and UlUlSUaI punishments inflicted. 

Amendment IX 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 

construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

Amendment X 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 

prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 

people. 
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Amendments XI through XIX 

Share. 

Amendment XI (Ratified February 7, 1795) 

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to 

any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the 

United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of 

any Foreign State. 

Amendment XII (Ratified June 15, 1804) 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for 

President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an 

inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their 

ballots the person voted för as President, and in distinct ballots the person 

voted för as VicePresident. and they shall mak'e distinct lists of all persons 

voted för as 

President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President and of the number 

of votes för each, which lists they shall sign and certity, and transmit 

sealed to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the 

President of the Senate;--The President of the Senate shall, in the presence 

of the Senate and I louse of Representatives. open all the certificates and 

the votes shall then be counted;--The person having the greatest number of 

votes för President, shall be the President, ifsuch lumber be a majority of 

the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such 



 

46 

 

majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding 

three on the list of those voted för as President, the House of 

Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in 

choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, 
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the representation from cach state having one vote; a quorum för this 

purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the 

states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if 

the HOUSC of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the 

right of choice shall devolve upon them, bcföre the föurth day of March 

next föllowing, then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case 

of the death or other constitutional disability of the President. (Note: 

superseded by section 3 of the Twentieth Amendment.)-The person having 

the greatest number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, 

if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, 

and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest mimbers on 

the list, the Senate shall choose the VicePresident; a quorum för the 

purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a 

majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no 

person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible 

to that of Vice-President of the United States. 

Amendment XIII (Ratified December 6, 1865) 

Section l. 

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment för crime 

whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the 

United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Section 2. 

Congress shall have power to enförce this article by appropriate 

legislation. 

Amendment XIV (Ratified July 9, 1868) 

Section l. 
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All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the 

jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State 

wherein they reside. No State shall make or enförce any law which shall 

abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor 

shall any State 
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deprive any person of lifé, liberty, or property, without due process of law; 

nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of' the 

laws. 

Section 2. 

Representatives shall bc apportioned among the several States according 

to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each 

State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any 

election för the choice of electors för President and Vice-President of the 

United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial 

officers of a State, or the menlbers of the Legislature thereof, is denied to 

any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, 

and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except för 

participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein 

shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens 

shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in 

such State. 

Section 3. 

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of 

President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the 

United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a 

member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of 

any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to 

support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection 

or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfört to the enemies thereof. But 

Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

Section 4. 

The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, 

including debts incurred för payment of pensions and bounties tör services 

in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither 

the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation 

incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any 
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claim för the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, 

obligations and claims shall bc held illegal and void. 
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Section 5. 

The Congress shall have power to cnförcc, by appropriate legislation, the 

provisions of this article. 

Amendment XV (Ratified February 3, 1870) 

Section l. 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 

abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or 

previous condition of servitude. 

Section 2. 

rrhe Congress shall have power to enförce this article by appropriate 

legislation. 

Amendment XVI (Ratified February 3, 1913) 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from 

whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several 

States, and without regard to any census or enumeration. 

Amendment XVII (Ratified April 8, 1913) 

e 

phe Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from 

each State, elected by the people thereof, för six years; and each Senator 
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shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications 

requisite för electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. 
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When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, 

the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to fill 

such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower 

the executive thereof to make tenlporary appointments until the people 

fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct. 

"l'his amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or 

term of any Senator chosen betöre it becomes valid as part of the 

Constitution. 

Amendment XVIII (Ratified January 16, 

1919) 

Section l. 

After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, 

or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof 

into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory 

subject to the jurisdiction thereof för beverage purposes is hereby 

prohibited. 

Section 2. 

The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to 

enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

Section 3. 

'Chis article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 

amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, 

as provided in the Constitution, within seven years fi•om the date of the 
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submission hereof to the States by the Congress. (Note: This amendment 

was repealed by the Twenty-First Amendment.) 

Amendment XIX (Ratified August 18, 1920) 
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The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 

abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 

Congress shall have power to enförce this article by appropriate legislation. 
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Amendments XX through 

XXMI 

Share: 

Amendment XX (Ratified January 23, 1933) 

Section l. 

The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th 

day of January, and the terms ofSenators and Representatives at noon on the 

3d day of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this 

article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then 

begin. 

Section 2. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting 

shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January. unless they shall by law 

appoint a différent day. 

Section 3. 

If, at the time fixed tor the beginning of the term of the President, the 

President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become 

President. If a President shall not have been chosen beföre the time fixed 

[Or the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have fåiled to 

qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President 

shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide för the case 

wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have 

qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in 

which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act 

accordingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified. 
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Section 4. 

The Congress may by law provide tor the case of the death of' any of the 

persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President 

whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and för the 

case 
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of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a 

Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon 

them. 

Section 5. 

Sections I and 2 shall take effOct on the 15th day of()ctober föllowing the 

ratification of this article. 

Section 6. 

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 

amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-föurths of the 

several States within seven years from the date of its submission. 

Amendment XXI (Ratified December 5, 1933) 

Section l. 

The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States is hereby repealed. 

Section 2. 

The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of 

the United States tor delivel•y or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in 

violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 

Section 3. 

This article shall be inoperative Linless it shall have been ratified as 

an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several 

States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the 

date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress. 
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Amendment XXII (Ratified February 27, 1951) 
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Section l. 

No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, 

and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, 

för more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected 

President shall bc elected to the office of the President more than once. 

But this Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of 

President, when this Article was proposed by the Congress. and shall not 

prevent any person who may be holding the office of President, or acting 

as President, during the term within which this Article becomes operative 

from holding the office of President or acting as President during the 

remainder of such term. 

Section 2. 
r 

phis article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 

amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-föurths of the 

several States within seven years from the date of its submission to the 

States by the Congress. 

Amendment XXIII (Ratified March 29, 1961) 

Section l. 

The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall 

appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: 

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole 

ntlmber of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District 

would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the least 

populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the States, 

but they shall be considered, för the purposes of the election of President 
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and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall 

meet in the District and perförm such duties as provided by the twelfth 

article of amendment. 
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Section 2. 

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation. 

Amendment XXIV (Ratified January 23, 1964) 

Section l. 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other 

election för President or Vice President, för electors för President or Vice 

President, or för Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be 

denied or abridged by the United States or any state by reason of failure 

to pay any poll tax Ol' other tax. 

Section 2. 

The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 

legislation. 

Amendment XXV (Ratified February 10, 

1967) 

Section l. 

In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or 

resignation, the Vice President shall become President. 

Section 2. 
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Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the 

President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon 

confirmation by a majority vote of both I louses of Congress. 

Section 3. 
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Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the 

Senate and the Speaker of the I louse of Representatives his written 

declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his 

office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, 

such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting 

President. 

Section 4. 

Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers 

of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by 

law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the 

Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the 

President is unable to dischal•ge the powers and duties of his office, the 

Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the 

office as Acting President. 

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of 

the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written 

declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties 

of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the principal 

officers of the executive department or of such other body as Congress 

may by law provide, transmit within föur days to the President pro 

tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives 

their written declaration that the 

President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office. 

Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight 

hours tor that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one 

days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in 

session, within twentyone days after Congress is required to assemble, 

determines by two-thirds vote of both I louses that the President is unable 

to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall 

continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the 

President shall resume the powers and duties of his office. 
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Amendment XXVI (Ratified July l, 1971) 
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Section l. 

"l'hc right of citizens of the United States, who arc 18 years of agc or older, 

to vote, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any state on 

account of age. 

Section 2. 

The Congress shall have the power to enförce this article by appropriate 

legislation. 

Amendment XXVII (Ratified May 7, 1992) 

No Law, varying the compensation för the services of the Senators and 

Representatives shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have 

intervened. 
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18 U.S. Code S 922 - Unlawful acts 

 U.S. Code Notes 

 

(a) It shall be unlawful— 

(1) for any person— 

(A) except a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed 

dealer, to engage in the business of importing, manufacturing, or dealing 

in firearms, or in the course of such business to ship, transport, or receive 

any firearm in interstate or foreign commerce; or 

(B) except a licensed importer or licensed manufacturer, to engage in 

the business of importing or manufacturing ammunition, or in the course 
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of such business, to ship, transport, or receive any ammunition in interstate 

or foreign commerce; 
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(2) for any importer, manufacturer, dealer, or collector licensed under the 

provisions of this chapter to ship or transport in interstate or foreign 

commerce any firearm to any person other than a licensed importer, licensed 

manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector, except that— 

(A) this paragraph and subsection (b)(3) shall not be held to preclude a 

licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed 

collector from returning a firearm or replacement firearm of the same kind 

and type to a person from whom it was received; and this paragraph shall 

not be held to preclude an individual from mailing a firearm owned in 

compliance with Federal, State, and local law to a licensed importer, 

licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector; 

(B) this paragraph shall not be held to preclude a licensed importer, 
licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer from depositing a firearm for 
conveyance in the mails to any officer, employee, agent, or watchman 
who, pursuant to the provisions of section 1 71 5 of this title, is eligible to 
receive through the mails pistols, revolvers, and other firearms capable of 
being concealed on the person, for use in connection with his official duty; 
and 

(C) nothing in this paragraph shall be construed as applying in any manner 
in the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or any 
possession of the United States differently than it would apply if the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or the possession 
were in fact a State of the United States; 

(3) for any person, other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, 
licensed dealer, or licensed collector to transport into or receive in the State 
where he resides (or if the person is a corporation or other business entity, the 
State where it maintains a place of business) any firearm purchased or 
otherwise obtained by such person outside that State, except that this 
paragraph (A) shall not preclude any person who lawfully acquires a firearm 
by bequest or intestate succession in a State other than his State of residence 
from transporting the firearm into or receiving it in that State, if it is lawful for 
such person to purchase or possess such firearm in that State, (B) shall not 
apply to the transportation or receipt of a firearm obtained in conformity with 
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subsection (b)(3) of this section, and (C) shall not apply to the transportation 
of any firearm acquired in any State prior to the effective date of this chapter; 

(4) for any person, other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, 

licensed dealer, or licensed collector, to transport in interstate or foreign 

commerce any destructive device, machinegun (as defined in section 5845 of 
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the Internal Revenue Code of 1 986), short-barreled shotgun, or short-

barreled rifle, except as specifically authorized by the Attorney General 

consistent with public safety and necessity; 

(5) for any person (other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, 
licensed dealer, or licensed collector) to transfer, sell, trade, give, transport, or 
deliver any firearm to any person (other than a licensed importer, licensed 
manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector) who the transferor knows 
or has reasonable cause to believe does not reside in (or if the person is a 
corporation or other business entity, does not maintain a place of business in) 
the State in which the transferor resides; except that this paragraph shall not 
apply to (A) the transfer, transportation, or delivery of a firearm made to carry 
out a bequest of a firearm to, or an acquisition by intestate succession of a 
firearm by, a person who is permitted to acquire or possess a firearm under 
the laws of the State of his residence, and (B) the loan or rental of a firearm to 
any person for temporary use for lawful sporting purposes; 

(6) for any person in connection with the acquisition or attempted 

acquisition of any firearm or ammunition from a licensed importer, licensed 

manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector, knowingly to make any 

false or fictitious oral or written statement or to furnish or exhibit any false, 

fictitious, or misrepresented identification, intended or likely to deceive such 

importer, manufacturer, dealer, or collector with respect to any fact material 

to the lawfulness of the sale or other disposition of such firearm or 

ammunition under the provisions of this chapter; 

(7) for any person to manufacture or import armor piercing ammunition, 

unless— 

(A) the manufacture of such ammunition is for the use of the United 

States, any department or agency of the United States, any State, or any 

department, agency, or political subdivision of a State; 

(B) the manufacture of such ammunition is for the purpose of exportation; 

or 

(C) the manufacture or importation of such ammunition is for the purpose 

of testing or experimentation and has been authorized by the Attorney 

General; 
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(8) for any manufacturer or importer to sell or deliver armor piercing 

ammunition, unless such sale or delivery— 
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(A) is for the use of the United States, any department or agency of the 

United States, any State, or any department, agency, or political 

subdivision of a State; 

(B) is for the purpose of exportation; or 

(C) is for the purpose of testing or experimentation and has been 

authorized by the Attorney  

(9) for any person, other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, 

licensed dealer, or licensed collector, who does not reside in any State to receive 

any firearms unless such receipt is for lawful sporting purposes. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, 

licensed dealer, or licensed collector to sell or deliver— 

(1) any firearm or ammunition to any individual who the licensee knows or 

has reasonable cause to believe is less than eighteen years of age, and, if 

the firearm, or ammunition is other than a shotgun or rifle, or ammunition 

for a shotgun or rifle, to any individual who the licensee knows or has 

reasonable cause to believe is less than twenty-one years of age; 

(2) any firearm to any person in any State where the purchase or possession 

by such person of such firearm would be in violation of any State law or 

any published ordinance applicable at the place of sale, delivery or other 

disposition, unless the licensee knows or has reasonable cause to believe 

that the purchase or possession would not be in violation of such State law 

or such published ordinance; 

(3) any firearm to any person who the licensee knows or has reasonable cause 

to believe does not reside in (or if the person is a corporation or other 

business entity, does not maintain a place of business in) the State in which 

the licensee's place of business is located, except that this paragraph (A) 

shall not apply to the sale or delivery of any rifle or shotgun to a resident 

of a State other than a State in which the licensee's place of business is 

located if the transferee meets in person with the transferor to accomplish 

the transfer, and the sale, delivery, and receipt fully comply with the legal 

conditions of sale in both such States (and any licensed manufacturer, 



 

89 

 

importer or deafer shall be presumed, for purposes of this subparagraph, 

in the absence of evidence to the contrary, to have had actual knowledge 

of the State laws and published ordinances of both States), and (B) shall 

not apply to the loan or rental of a firearm to any person for temporary use 

for lawful sporting purposes; 
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(4) to any person any destructive device, machinegun (as defined in section 

5845 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986), short-barreled shotgun, or 

shortbarreled rifle, except as specifically authorized by the Attorney 

General consistent with public safety and necessity; and 

(5) any firearm or armor-piercing ammunition to any person unless the 

licensee notes in his records, required to be kept pursuant to section 923 

of this chapter, the name, age, and place of residence of such person if the 

person is an individual, or the identity and principal and local places of 

business of such person if the person is a corporation or other business 

entity. 

Paragraphs (1 ), (2), (3), and (4) of this subsection shall not apply to 

transactions between licensed importers, licensed manufacturers, 

licensed dealers, and licensed collectors. Paragraph (4) of this subsection 

shall not apply to a sale or delivery to any research organization 

designated by the Attorney General. 

(c) In any case not otherwise prohibited by this chapter, a licensed importer, 

licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer may sell a firearm to a person who does 

not appear in person at the licensee's business premises (other than another 

licensed importer, manufacturer, or dealer) only if— 

(1) the transferee submits to the transferor a sworn statement in the following 

form: 

"Subject to penalties provided by law, I swear that, in the case of any firearm 
other than a shotgun or a rifle, I am twenty-one years or more of age, or that, 
in the case of a shotgun or a rifle, I am eighteen years or more of age; that I 
am not prohibited by the provisions of chapter 44 of title 1 8, United States 
Code, from receiving a firearm in interstate or foreign commerce; and that 
my receipt of this firearm will not be in violation of any statute of the State 
and published ordinance applicable to the locality in which I reside. Further, 
the true title, name, and address of the principal law enforcement officer of 
the locality to which the firearm will be delivered are  

 

Signature  Date  
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and containing blank spaces for the attachment of a true copy of 

any permit or other information required pursuant to such statute 

or published ordinance; 
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(2) the transferor has, prior to the shipment or delivery of the firearm, 
forwarded by registered or certified mail (return receipt requested) a copy 
of the sworn statement, together with a description of the firearm, in a 
form prescribed by the Attorney General, to the chief taw enforcement 
officer of the transferee's place of residence, and has received a return 
receipt evidencing delivery of the statement or has had the statement 
returned due to the refusal of the named addressee to accept such letter 
in accordance with United States Post Office Department regulations; and 

(3) the transferor has delayed shipment or delivery for a period of at least 

seven days following receipt of the notification of the acceptance or refusal 

of delivery of the statement. 

A copy of the sworn statement and a copy of the notification to the local law 
enforcement officer, together with evidence of receipt or rejection of that 
notification shall be retained by the licensee as a part of the records 
required to be kept under section 923(g). 

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or otherwise dispose of any 

firearm or ammunition to any person knowing or having reasonable cause to 

believe that such person, including as a juvenile— 

(1) is under indictment for, or has been convicted in any court of, a crime 

punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year; 

(2) is a fugitive from justice; 

(3) is an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance (as defined 

in section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)); 

(4) has been adjudicated as a mental defective or has been committed to any 

mental institution at 16 years of age or older; 

(5) who, being an alien— 

(A) is illegally or unlawfully in the United States; or 

(B) except as provided in subsection (y)(2), has been admitted to the United 

States under a nonimmigrant visa (as that term is defined in section 101 (a) 
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(26) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1 1 01 (a)(26))); 

(6) who@l has been discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable 

conditions; 
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(7) who, having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced his 

citizenship; 

(8) is subject to a court order that restrains such person from harassing, 

stalking, or threatening an intimate partner of such person or child of such 

intimate partner or person, or engaging in other conduct that would place 

an intimate partner in reasonable fear of bodily injury to the partner or 

child, except that this paragraph shall only apply to a court order that— 

(A) was issued after a hearing of which such person received actual notice, 

and at which such person had the opportunity to participate; and 

(B) 

(i) includes a finding that such person represents a credible threat to 

the physical safety of such intimate partner or child; or 

(ii) by its terms explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or 

threatened use of physical force against such intimate partner or child 

that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily injury; 

(9) has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of domestic 

violence; 

(10) intends to sell or otherwise dispose of the firearm or ammunition in 
furtherance of a felony, a Federal crime of terrorism, or a drug trafficking 
offense (as such terms are defined in section 932(a)); or 

(11) intends to sell or otherwise dispose of the firearm or ammunition to 

a person described in any of paragraphs (1 ) through (10). 

This subsection shall not apply with respect to the sale or disposition of a 
firearm or ammunition to a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, 
licensed dealer, or licensed collector who pursuant to subsection (b) of 
section 925 is not precluded from dealing in firearms or ammunition, or to 
a person who has been granted relief from disabilities pursuant to 
subsection (c) of section 925. 
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(e) It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to deliver or cause to be delivered 

to any common or contract carrier for transportation or shipment in interstate or 

foreign commerce, to persons other than licensed importers, licensed 

manufacturers, licensed dealers, or licensed collectors, any package or other 

container in which there is any firearm or ammunition without written notice to 

the carrier that such firearm or ammunition is being transported or shipped; 

except 
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that any passenger who owns or legally possesses a firearm or ammunition 
being transported aboard any common or contract carrier for movement with 
the passenger in interstate or foreign commerce may deliver said firearm or 
ammunition into the custody of the pilot, captain, conductor or operator of such 
common or contract carrier for the duration of the trip without violating any of 
the provisions of this chapter. No common or contract carrier shall require or 
cause any label, tag, or other written notice to be placed on the outside of any 
package, luggage, or other container that such package, luggage, or other 
container contains a firearm. 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any common or contract carrier to transport or 
deliver in interstate or foreign commerce any firearm or ammunition with 
knowledge or reasonable cause to believe that the shipment, transportation, 
or receipt thereof would be in violation of the provisions of this chapter. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any common or contract carrier to deliver in 
interstate or foreign commerce any firearm without obtaining written 
acknowledgement of receipt from the recipient of the package or other 
container in which there is a firearm. 

(g) It shall be unlawful for any person— 

(1) who has been convicted in any court of, a crime punishable by 

imprisonment for a term exceeding one year; 

(2) who is a fugitive from justice; 

(3) who is an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance (as 

defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)); 

(4) who has been adjudicated as a mental defective or who has been 

committed to a mental institution; 

(5) who, being an alien— 

(A) is illegally or unlawfully in the United States; or 

(B) except as provided in subsection (y)(2), has been admitted to the United 

States under a nonimmigrant visa (as that term is defined in section 1 01 (a) 



 

101 

 

(26) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1 1 01 (a)(26))); 

(6) who has been discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable 

conditions; 
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(7) who, having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced his 

citizenship; 

(8) who is subject to a court order that— 

(A) was issued after a hearing of which such person received actual notice, 

and at which such person had an opportunity to participate; 

(B) restrains such person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an 

intimate partner of such person or child of such intimate partner or 

person, or engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate 

partner in reasonable fear of bodily injury to the partner or child; and 

(C) 

(i) includes a finding that such person represents a credible threat to 

the physical safety of such intimate partner or child; or 

(ii) by its terms explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or 

threatened use of physical force against such intimate partner or child 

that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily injury; or 

(9) who has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of domestic 

violence, 

to ship or transport in interstate or foreign commerce, or possess in or 
affecting commerce, any firearm or ammunition; or to receive any firearm 
or ammunition which has been shipped or transported in interstate or 
foreign commerce. 

(h) It shall be unlawful for any individual, who to that individual's knowledge 

and while being employed for any person described in any paragraph of 

subsection (g) of this section, in the course of such employment— 

(1) to receive, possess, or transport any firearm or ammunition in or affecting 

interstate or foreign commerce; or 

(2) to receive any firearm or ammunition which has been shipped or 

transported in interstate or foreign commerce. 
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(i) It shall be unlawful for any person to transport or ship in interstate or 

foreign commerce, any stolen firearm or stolen ammunition, knowing or having 

reasonable cause to believe that the firearm or ammunition was stolen. 
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(j) It shall be unlawful for any person to receive, possess, conceal, store, 

barter, sell, or dispose of any stolen firearm or stolen ammunition, or pledge or 

accept as security for a loan any stolen firearm or stolen ammunition, which is 

moving as, which is a part of, which constitutes, or which has been shipped or 

transported in, interstate or foreign commerce, either before or after it was 

stolen, knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the firearm or 

ammunition was stolen. 

(k) It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to transport, ship, or receive, 
in interstate or foreign commerce, any firearm which has had the importer's or 
manufacturer's serial number removed, obliterated, or altered or to possess or 
receive any firearm which has had the importees or manufacturer's serial 
number removed, obliterated, or altered and has, at any time, been shipped or 
transported in interstate or foreign commerce. 

(I) Except as provided in section 925(d) of this chapter, it shall be unlawful for 
any person knowingly to import or bring into the United States or any 
possession thereof any firearm or ammunition; and it shall be unlawful for any 
person knowingly to receive any firearm or ammunition which has been 
imported or brought into the United States or any possession thereof in 
violation of the provisions of this chapter. 

(m) It shall be unlawful for any licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, 

licensed dealer, or licensed collector knowingly to make any false entry in, to fail 

to make appropriate entry in, or to fail to properly maintain, any record which 

he is required to keep pursuant to section 923 of this chapter or regulations 

promulgated thereunder. 

(n) It shall be unlawful for any person who is under indictment for a crime 

punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year to ship or transport 

in interstate or foreign commerce any firearm or ammunition or receive any 

firearm or ammunition which has been shipped or transported in interstate or 

foreign commerce. 

(o) 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), it shall be unlawful for any person to 

transfer or possess a machinegun. 
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(2) This subsection does not apply with respect to— 

(A) a transfer to or by, or possession by or under the authority of, the 

United States or any department or agency thereof or a State, or a 

department, agency, or political subdivision thereof; or 
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(B) any lawful transfer or lawful possession of a machinegun that 

was lawfully possessed before the date this subsection takes effect. 

(P) 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, import, sell, ship, 

deliver, possess, transfer, or receive any firearm— 

(A) that, after removal of grips, stocks, and magazines, is not as 

detectable as the Security Exemplar, by walk-through metal detectors 

calibrated and operated to detect the Security Exemplar; or 

(B) any major component of which, when subjected to inspection by the 
types of x-ray machines commonly used at airports, does not 
generate an image that accurately depicts the shape of the 
component. Barium sulfate or other compounds may be used in the 
fabrication of the component. 

(2) For purposes of this subsection— 

(A) the term "firearm" does not include the frame or receiver of any such 

weapon; 

(B) the term "major component" means, with respect to a firearm, the 

barrel, the slide or cylinder, or the frame or receiver of the firearm; 

and 

(C) the term "Security Exemplar" means an object, to be fabricated at the 

direction of the Attorney General, that is— 

(i) constructed of, during the 12-month period beginning on the date 

of the enactment of this subsection, 3.7 ounces of material type 

17-4 PH stainless steel in a shape resembling a handgun; and 

(ii) suitable for testing and calibrating metal detectors: 

Provided, however, That at the close of such 12-month period, and 
at appropriate times thereafter the Attorney General shall 
promulgate regulations to permit the manufacture, importation, 
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sale, shipment, delivery, possession, transfer, or receipt of firearms 
previously prohibited under this subparagraph that are as 
detectable as a "Security Exemplar" which contains 3.7 ounces of 
material type 17-4 PH stainless steel, in a shape resembling a 
handgun, or such lesser amount as is detectable in view of advances 
in state-of-the-art developments in weapons detection technology. 
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(3) Under such rules and regulations as the Attorney General shall prescribe, 
this subsection shall not apply to the manufacture, possession, transfer, 
receipt, shipment, or delivery of a firearm by a licensed manufacturer or 
any person acting pursuant to a contract with a licensed manufacturer, for 
the purpose of examining and testing such firearm to determine whether 
paragraph (1) applies to such firearm. The Attorney General shall ensure 
that rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this paragraph do not 
impair the manufacture of prototype firearms or the development of new 
technology. 

(4) The Attorney General shall permit the conditional importation of a firearm 

by a licensed importer or licensed manufacturer, for examination and 

testing to determine whether or not the unconditional importation of such 

firearm would violate this subsection. 

(5) This subsection shall not apply to any firearm which— 

(A) has been certified by the Secretary of Defense or the Director of Central 

Intelligence, after consultation with the Attorney General and the 
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration, as necessary for 
military or intelligence applications; and 

(B) is manufactured for and sold exclusively to military or intelligence 

agencies of the United States. 

(6) This subsection shall not apply with respect to any firearm manufactured 

in, imported into, or possessed in the United States before the date of the 

enactment of the Undetectable Firearms Act of 1988. 

(q) 

(1) The Congress finds and declares that— 

(A) crime, particularly crime involving drugs and guns, is a pervasive, 

nationwide problem; 

(B) crime at the local level is exacerbated by the interstate movement of 

drugs, guns, and criminal gangs; 
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(C) firearms and ammunition move easily in interstate commerce and have 
been found in increasing numbers in and around schools, as documented in 
numerous hearings in both the Committee on the JudiciaryEl the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate; 
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(D) in fact, even before the sale of a firearm, the gun, its component 

parts, ammunition, and the raw materials from which they are made have 

considerably moved in interstate commerce; 

(E) while criminals freely move from State to State, ordinary citizens and 
foreign visitors may fear to travel to or through certain parts of the country 
due to concern about violent crime and gun violence, and parents may 
decline to send their children to school for the same reason; 

(F) the occurrence of violent crime in school zones has resulted in a 

decline in the quality of education in our country; 

(G) this decline in the quality of education has an adverse impact on 

interstate commerce and the foreign commerce of the United States; 

(H) States, localities, and school systems find it almost impossible to 

handle gun-related crime by themselves—even States, localities, and 

school systems that have made strong efforts to prevent, detect, and 

punish gunrelated crime find their efforts unavailing due in part to the 

failure or inability of other States or localities to take strong measures; and 

(l) the Congress has the power, under the interstate commerce clause and 

other provisions of the Constitution, to enact measures to ensure the 

integrity and safety of the Nation's schools by enactment of this 

subsection. 

(2) 

(A) It shall be unlawful for any individual knowingly to possess a 
firearm that has moved in or that otherwise affects interstate or 
foreign commerce at a place that the individual knows, or has 
reasonable cause to believe, is a school zone. 

(B) Subparagraph (A) does not apply to the possession of a firearm— 

(i) on private property not part of school grounds; 

(ii) if the individual possessing the firearm is licensed to do so by the 

State in which the school zone is located or a political subdivision of 
the State, and the law of the State or political subdivision requires 
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that, before an individual obtains such a license, the law enforcement 
authorities of the State or political subdivision verify that the 
individual is qualified under law to receive the license; 

(iii) that is— 
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(I) not loaded; and 

(Il) in a locked container, or a locked firearms rack that is on a 

motor vehicle; 

(iv) by an individual for use in a program approved by a school in the 

school zone; 

(v) by an individual in accordance with a contract entered into between 

a school in the school zone and the individual or an employer of the 

individual; 

(vi) by a law enforcement officer acting in his or her official capacity; or 

(vii) that is unloaded and is possessed by an individual while 

traversing school premises for the purpose of gaining access to 

public or private lands open to hunting, if the entry on school 

premises is authorized by school authorities. 

(3) 

(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), it shall be unlawful for any 

person, knowingly or with reckless disregard for the safety of 

another, to discharge or attempt to discharge a firearm that has 

moved in or that otherwise affects interstate or foreign commerce 

at a place that the person knows is a school zone. 

(B) Subparagraph (A) does not apply to the discharge of a firearm— (i) 

on private property not part of school grounds; 

(ii) as part of a program approved by a school in the school zone, by an 

individual who is participating in the program; 

(iii) by an individual in accordance with a contract entered into between 

a school in a school zone and the individual or an employer of the 

individual; or 

(iv) by a law enforcement officer acting in his or her official capacity. 
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(4) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as preempting or preventing 

a State or local government from enacting a statute establishing gun free 

school zones as provided in this subsection. 
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(r) It shall be unlawful for any person to assemble from imported parts any 

semiautomatic rifle or any shotgun which is identical to any rifle or shotgun 

prohibited from importation under section 925(d)(3) of this chapter as not being 

particularly suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes except that 

this subsection shall not apply to— 

(1) the assembly of any such rifle or shotgun for sale or distribution by a 

licensed manufacturer to the United States or any department or agency 

thereof or to any State or any department, agency, or political subdivision 

thereof,' or 

(2) the assembly of any such rifle or shotgun for the purposes of testing or 

experimentation authorized by the Attorney General. 

(S) 

(1) Beginning on the date that is 90 days after the date of enactment of this 
subsection and ending on the day before the date that is 60 months after 
such date of enactment, it shall be unlawful for any licensed importer, 
licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer to sell, deliver, or transfer a 
handgun (other than the return of a handgun to the person from whom it 
was received) to an individual who is not licensed under section 923, 
unless— 

(A) after the most recent proposal of such transfer by the transferee— 

(i) the transferor has— 

(I) received from the transferee a statement of the transferee 

containing the information described in paragraph (3); 

(Il) verified the identity of the transferee by examining the 

identification document presented; 

(Ill) within 1 day after the transferee furnishes the statement, 

provided notice of the contents of the statement to the chief law 

enforcement officer of the place of residence of the transferee; 

and 

(IV) within 1 day after the transferee furnishes the statement, 

transmitted a copy of the statement to the chief law 
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enforcement officer of the place of residence of the transferee; 

and 

(l) 5 business days (meaning days on which State offices are open) 

have elapsed from the date the transferor furnished notice of the 
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contents of the statement to the chief law enforcement officer, 

during which period the transferor has not received information 

from the chief law enforcement officer that receipt or possession 

of the handgun by the transferee would be in violation of Federal, 

State, or local law; or 

(Il) the transferor has received notice from the chief law 

enforcement officer that the officer has no information indicating 

that receipt or possession of the handgun by the transferee 

would violate Federal, State, or local law; 

(B) the transferee has presented to the transferor a written statement, 
issued by the chief law enforcement officer of the place of residence of 
the transferee during the 1 0-day period ending on the date of the most 
recent proposal of such transfer by the transferee, stating that the 
transferee requires access to a handgun because of a threat to the life of 
the transferee or of any member of the household of the transferee; 

(C) 

(i) the transferee has presented to the transferor a permit that— (I) 

allows the transferee to possess or acquire a handgun; and 

(Il) was issued not more than 5 years earlier by the State in which 

the transfer is to take place; and 

(ii) the law of the State provides that such a permit is to be issued 
only after an authorized government official has verified that the 
information available to such official does not indicate that 
possession of a handgun by the transferee would be in violation 
of the law; 

(D) the law of the State requires that, before any licensed importer, 
licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer completes the transfer of a 
handgun to an individual who is not licensed under section 923, an 
authorized government official verify that the information available to 
such official does not indicate that possession of a handgun by the 
transferee would be in violation of law; 
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(E) the Attorney General has approved the transfer under section 5812 

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1 986; or 
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(F) on application of the transferor, the Attorney Genera} has certified that 

compliance with subparagraph (A)(i)(lll) is impracticable because— 

(i) the ratio of the number of law enforcement officers of the 

State in which the transfer is to occur to the number of square miles 

of land area of the State does not exceed 0.0025; 

(ii) the business premises of the transferor at which the transfer 

is to occur are extremely remote in relation to the chief law 

enforcement officer; and 

(iii) there is an absence of telecommunications facilities in the 

geographical area in which the business premises are located. 

(2) A chief law enforcement officer to whom a transferor has provided notice 

pursuant to paragraph (1 shall make a reasonable effort to ascertain 

within 5 business days whether receipt or possession would be in violation 

of the law, including research in whatever State and local recordkeeping 

systems are available and in a national system designated by the Attorney 

General. 

(3) The statement referred to in paragraph (1 )(A)(i)(l) shall contain only— 

(A) the name, address, and date of birth appearing on a valid identification 
document (as defined in section  of the transferee containing a 
photograph of the transferee and a description of the identification 
used; 

(B) a statement that the transferee— 

(i) is not under indictment for, and has not been convicted in any court 

of, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding 1 year, 

and has not been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of 

domestic violence; 

(ii) is not a fugitive from justice; 
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(iii) is not an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled 

substance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances 

Act); 

(iv) has not been adjudicated as a mental defective or been 

committed to a mental institution; 

(v) is not an alien who— 

(I) is illegally or unlawfully in the United States; or 
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(Il) subject to subsection (y)(2), has been admitted to the United 

States under a nonimmigrant visa (as that term is defined in section 

1 01 (a)(26) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1 101 

(a) 

(vi) has not been discharged from the Armed Forces under 

dishonorable conditions; and 

(vii) is not a person who, having been a citizen of the United States, 

has renounced such citizenship; 

(C) the date the statement is made; and 

(D) notice that the transferee intends to obtain a handgun from the 

transferor. 

(4) Any transferor of a handgun who, after such transfer, receives a report from 
a chief law enforcement officer containing information that receipt or 
possession of the handgun by the transferee violates Federal, State, or 
local law shall, within 1 business day after receipt of such request, 
communicate any information related to the transfer that the transferor 
has about the transfer and the transferee to— 

(A) the chief law enforcement officer of the place of business of the 

transferor; and 

(B) the chief law enforcement officer of the place of residence of the 

transferee. 

(5) Any transferor who receives information, not otherwise available to the 

public, in a report under this subsection shall not disclose such information 

except to the transferee, to law enforcement authorities, or pursuant to 

the direction of a court of law. 

(6) 
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(A) Any transferor who sells, delivers, or otherwise transfers a handgun to 

a transferee shall retain the copy of the statement of the transferee 

with respect to the handgun transaction, and shall retain evidence that 

the transferor has complied with subclauses (Ill) and (IV) of paragraph 

(1 )(A)(i) with respect to the statement. 
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(B) Unless the chief law enforcement officer to whom a statement is 

transmitted under paragraph (1 )(A)(i)(lV) determines that a 

transaction would violate Federal, State, or local law— 

(i) the officer shall, within 20 business days after the date the 

transferee made the statement on the basis of which the notice was 

provided, destroy the statement, any record containing information 

derived from the statement, and any record created as a result of 

the notice required by paragraph (1 )(A)(i)(llt); 

(ii) the information contained in the statement shall not be conveyed 

to any person except a person who has a need to know in order to 

carry out this subsection; and 

(iii) the information contained in the statement shall not be used 

for any purpose other than to carry out this subsection. 

(C) If a chief law enforcement officer determines that an individual is 

ineligible to receive a handgun and the individual requests the officer 

to provide the reason for such determination, the officer shall provide 

such reasons to the individual in writing within 20 business days after 

receipt of the request. 

(7) A chief law enforcement officer or other person responsible for 

providing criminal history background information pursuant to this 

subsection shall not be liable in an action at law for damages— 

(A) for failure to prevent the sale or transfer of a handgun to a person 

whose receipt or possession of the handgun is unlawful under this 

section; or 

(B) for preventing such a sale or transfer to a person who may lawfully 

receive or possess a handgun. 

(8) For purposes of this subsection, the term "chief law enforcement 
officer" means the chief of police, the sheriff, or an equivalent officer or the 
designee of any such individual. 
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(9) The Attorney General shall take necessary actions to ensure that the 

provisions of this subsection are published and disseminated to licensed 

dealers, law enforcement officials, and the public. 
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(1) Beginning on the date that is 30 days after the Attorney General notifies 

licensees under section 103(d) of the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention 

Act that the national instant criminal background check system is 

established, a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer 

shall not transfer a firearm to any other person who is not licensed under this 

chapter, unless— 

(A) before the completion of the transfer, the licensee contacts the 

national instant criminal background check system established under 

section 103 of that Act; 

(B) 

(i) the system provides the licensee with a unique identification 

number; or 

(ii) subject to subparagraph (C), 3 business days (meaning a day on 

 which State offices are open) have elapsed since the licensee 

contacted the system, and the system has not notified the licensee that 

the receipt of a firearm by such other person would violate subsection 

(g) or (n) of this section, or State, local, or Tribal law; 

(C) in the case of a person less than 21 years of age, in addition to all other 

requirements of this chapter— 

(i) the system provides the licensee with a unique identification 

number; 

(ii) 3 business days (meaning a day on which State offices are open) 

have elapsed since the licensee contacted the system, and the system 

has not notified the licensee that cause exists to further investigate a 

possibly disqualifying juvenile record under subsection (d); or 

(iii) in the case of such a person with respect to whom the system 
notifies the licensee in accordance with clause (ii) that cause exists to 
further investigate a possibly disqualifying juvenile record under 
subsection (d), 10 business days (meaning a day on which State offices 
are open) have elapsed since the licensee contacted the system, and 
the system has not notified the licensee that— 
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(l) transferring the firearm to the other person would violate 

subsection (d) of this section; or 

(Il) receipt of a firearm by the other person would violate subsection 

(g) or (n) of this section, or State, local, or Tribal law; and 
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(D) the transferor has verified the identity of the transferee by 

examining a valid identification document (as defined in section 1028(d) 

of this title) of the transferee containing a photograph of the transferee. 

(2) If transfer or receipt of a firearm would not violate subsection (d), (g), 

or (n) (as applicable) or State, local or Tribal law, the system shall— (A) 

assign a unique identification number to the transfer; 

(B) provide the licensee with the number; and 

(C) destroy all records of the system with respect to the call (other than 

the identifying number and the date the number was assigned) and all 

records of the system relating to the person or the transfer. 

(3) Paragraph (1 ) shall not apply to a firearm transfer between a licensee 

and another person if— (A) 

(i) such other person has presented to the licensee a permit that— 

(l) allows such other person to possess or acquire a firearm; and 

(Il) was issued not more than 5 years earlier by the State in which 

the transfer is to take place; and 

(ii) the law of the State provides that such a permit is to be 
issued only after an authorized government official has verified 
that the information available to such official does not indicate 
that possession of a firearm by such other person would be in 
violation of law; 

(B) the Attorney General has approved the transfer under section 5812 of 

the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; or 

(C) on application of the transferor, the Attorney Genera! has certified 

that compliance with paragraph (1 )(A) is impracticable because— 

(i) the ratio of the number of law enforcement officers of the 

State in which the transfer is to occur to the number of square miles 

of land area of the State does not exceed 0.0025; 
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(ii) the business premises of the licensee at which the transfer 

is to occur are extremely remote in relation to the chief law 

enforcement officer (as defined in subsection (s)(8)); and 



 

141 

 

 



 

142 

 

(iii) there is an absence of telecommunications facilities in the 

geographical area in which the business premises are located. 

(4) If the national instant criminal background check system notifies the 

licensee that the information available to the system does not demonstrate 

that the transfer of a firearm to or receipt of a firearm by such other person 

would violate subsection (d), (g), or (n) (as applicable) or State!?) local, or 

Tribal law, and the licensee transfers a firearm to such other person, the 

licensee shall include in the record of the transfer the unique identification 

number provided by the system with respect to the transfer. 

(5) If the licensee knowingly transfers a firearm to such other person and 

knowingly fails to comply with paragraph (1) of this subsection with respect 

to the transfer and, at the time such other person most recently proposed 

the transfer, the national instant criminal background check system was 

operating and information was available to the system demonstrating that 

transfer of a firearm to or receipt of a firearm by such other person would 

violate subsection (d), (g), or (n) (as applicable) of this section or State 5 local, 

or Tribal law, the Attorney General may, after notice and opportunity for a 

hearing, suspend for not more than 6 months or revoke any license issued to 

the licensee under section 923, and may impose on the licensee a civil fine of 

not more than $5,000. 

(6) Neither a local government nor an employee of the Federal Government 

or of any State or local government, responsible for providing information to 

the national instant criminal background check system shall be liable in an 

action at law for damages— 

(A) for failure to prevent the sale or transfer of a firearm to a person 

whose receipt or possession of the firearm is unlawful under this section; 

or 

(B) for preventing such a sale or transfer to a person who may lawfully 

receive or possess a firearm. 
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(u) It shall be unlawful for a person to steal or unlawfully take or carry away 
from the person or the premises of a person who is licensed to engage in 
the business of importing, manufacturing, or dealing in firearms, any 
firearm in the licensee's business inventory that has been shipped or 
transported in interstate or foreign commerce. 
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(v) , (w) Repealed. Pub. L. 103-322, title xt, S 1 10105(2), sept. 13, 1994, 108 

Stat. 
2000.] 

(x) 

(1) It shall be unlawful for a person to sell, deliver, or otherwise transfer to a 

person who the transferor knows or has reasonable cause to believe is a 

juvenile— 

(A) a handgun; or 

(B) ammunition that is suitable for use only in a handgun. 

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person who is a juvenile to knowingly possess— 

(A) a handgun; or 

(B) ammunition that is suitable for use only in a handgun. 

(3) This subsection does not apply to— 

(A) a temporary transfer of a handgun or ammunition to a juvenile or to 

the possession or use of a handgun or ammunition by a juvenile if the 

handgun and ammunition are possessed and used by the juvenile— 

(i) in the course of employment, in the course of ranching or farming 
related to activities at the residence of the juvenile (or on property 
used for ranching or farming at which the juvenile, with the 
permission of the property owner or lessee, is performing activities 
related to the operation of the farm or ranch), target practice, hunting, 
or a course of instruction in the safe and lawful use of a handgun; 

(ii) with the prior written consent of the juvenile's parent or guardian 

who is not prohibited by Federal, State, or local law from possessing a 

 

firearm, except— 

(I) during transportation by the juvenile of an unloaded handgun 

in a locked container directly from the place of transfer to a place 

at which an activity described in clause (i) is to take place and 
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transportation by the juvenile of that handgun, unloaded and in a 

locked container, directly from the place at which such an activity 

took place to the transferor; or 

(Il) with respect to ranching or farming activities as described in 
clause (i), a juvenile may possess and use a handgun or ammunition 
with the prior written approval of the juvenile's parent or legal 
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guardian and at the direction of an adult who is not prohibited by 

Federal, State or local law from possessing a firearm; 

(iii) the juvenile has the prior written consent in the juvenile's 

possession at all times when a handgun is in the possession of 

the juvenile; and 

(iv) in accordance with State and local law; 

(B) a juvenile who is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States or 

the National Guard who possesses or is armed with a handgun in the line 

of duty; 

(C) a transfer by inheritance of title (but not possession) of a handgun or 

ammunition to a juvenile; or 

(D) the possession of a handgun or ammunition by a juvenile taken 

in defense of the juvenile or other persons against an intruder into the 

residence of the juvenile or a residence in which the juvenile is an invited 

guest. 

(4) A handgun or ammunition, the possession of which is transferred to a 
juvenile in circumstances in which the transferor is not in violation of this 
subsection shall not be subject to permanent confiscation by the 
Government if its possession by the juvenile subsequently becomes unlawful 
because of the conduct of the juvenile, but shall be returned to the lawful 
owner when such handgun or ammunition is no longer required by the 
Government for the purposes of investigation or prosecution. 

(5) For purposes of this subsection, the term "juvenile" means a person 

who is less than 18 years of age. 

(6) 

(A) In a prosecution of a violation of this subsection, the court shall require 

the presence of a juvenile defendant's parent or legal guardian at all 

proceedings. 
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(B) The court may use the contempt power to enforce subparagraph (A). 
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(C) The court may excuse attendance of a parent or legal guardian of a 

juvenile defendant at a proceeding in a prosecution of a violation of this 

subsection for good cause shown. 

(y) PROVISIONS RELATING TO ALIENS ADMITTED UNDER NONIMMIGRANT VISAS.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—ln this subsection— 

(A) the term "alien" has the same meaning as in section 101 (a)(3) of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1 101 (a)(3)); and 

(B) the term "nonimmigrant visa" has the same meaning as in section 1 01 

(a) 

(26) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1 101 (a)(26)). 

(2) ExcQT10Ns.—Subsections (d)(5)(B), (g)(5)(B), and (s)(3)(B)(v)(ll) do not 

apply to any alien who has been lawfully admitted to the United States 

under a nonimmigrant visa, if that alien is— 

(A) admitted to the United States for lawful hunting or sporting purposes 

or is in possession of a hunting license or permit lawfully issued in the 

United States; 

(B) an officiat representative of a foreign government who is— 

(i) accredited to the United States Government or the Government's 

mission to an international organization having its headquarters in 

the United States; or 

(ii) en route to or from another country to which that alien is 

accredited; 

(C) an official of a foreign government or a distinguished foreign visitor 

who has been so designated by the Department of State; or 

(D) a foreign law enforcement officer of a friendly foreign government 

entering the United States on official law enforcement business. 

(3) WAIVER.— 
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(A) Conditions for waiver.—Any individual who has been admitted to the 

United States under a nonimmigrant visa may receive a waiver from 

the requirements of subsection (g)(5), if— 

(i) the individual submits to the Attorney General a petition that meets 

the requirements of subparagraph (C); and 



 

153 

 

 



 

154 

 

(ii) the Attorney General approves the petition. 

(B) Petition.—Each petition under subparagraph (B) shall— 

(i) demonstrate that the petitioner has resided in the United States for 

a continuous period of not less than 1 80 days before the date on 

which the petition is submitted under this paragraph; and 

(ii) include a written statement from the embassy or consulate of the 

petitioner, authorizing the petitioner to acquire a firearm or 

ammunition and certifying that the alien would not, absent the 

application of subsection (g)(5)(B), otherwise be prohibited from 

such acquisition under subsection (g). 

(C) Approval of petition.—The Attorney General shall approve a petition 

submitted in accordance with this paragraph, if the Attorney General 

determines that waiving the requirements of subsection (g)(5)(B) with 

respect to the petitioner— 

(i) would be in the interests of justice; and (ii) would not jeopardize the 

public safety. 

(Z) SECURE GUN STORAGE OR SAFETY DEVICE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— 

Except as provided under paragraph (2), it shall be unlawful for any licensed 

importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer to sell, deliver, or transfer 

any handgun to any person other than any person licensed under this chapter, 

unless the transferee is provided with a secure gun storage or safety device 

(as defined in section 921 (a)(34)) for that handgun. 

(2) ExcoT10Ns.—Paragraph (1 ) shall not apply to— (A) 

(i) the manufacture for, transfer to, or possession by, the United 

States, a department or agency of the United States, a State, or a 

department, agency, or political subdivision of a State, of a handgun; 

or 
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(ii) the transfer to, or possession by, a law enforcement officer 

employed by an entity referred to in clause (i) of a handgun for taw 

enforcement purposes (whether on or off duty); or 
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(B) the transfer to, or possession by, a rail police officer directly employed 

by or contracted by a rail carrier and certified or commissioned as a police 

officer under the taws of a State of a handgun for purposes of law 

enforcement (whether on or off duty); 

(C) the transfer to any person of a handgun listed as a curio or relic by the 

Secretary pursuant to section 921 (a)(1 3); or 

(D) the transfer to any person of a handgun for which a secure gun storage 

or safety device is temporarily unavailable for the reasons described in the 

exceptions stated in section 923(e), if the licensed manufacturer, licensed 

importer, or licensed dealer delivers to the transferee within 10 calendar 

days from the date of the delivery of the handgun to the transferee a 

secure gun storage or safety device for the handgun. 

(3) LIABILITY FOR USE.— 

(A) In general.— 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who has lawful 

possession and control of a handgun, and who uses a secure gun storage 

or safety device with the handgun, shall be entitled to immunity from a 

qualified civil liability action. 

(B) Prospective actions.— 

A qualified civil liability action may not be brought in any Federal or State 

court. 

(C) Defined term.—As used in this paragraph, the term "qualified civil 

liability action"— 

(i) means a civil action brought by any person against a person 

described in subparagraph (A) for damages resulting from the criminal 

or unlawful misuse of the handgun by a third party, if— 

(l) the handgun was accessed by another person who did not have 
the permission or authorization of the person having lawful 
possession and control of the handgun to have access to it; and 
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(Il) at the time access was gained by the person not so authorized, 

the handgun had been made inoperable by use of a secure gun 

storage or safety device; and 

(ii) shall not include an action brought against the person having 

lawful possession and control of the handgun for negligent 

entrustment or 
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negligence per se. 

[APPENDIX A Repealed. Pub. L. 103-322, title XI, S 110105(2), sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2000) 

(Added Pub. L. 90-351, title IV, 5902, June 19, 1968, 82 Stat. 228; amended Pub. L. 90- 

618, title l, 5 102, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 121 6; Pub. L. 97-377, title l, S 1 65(a), Dec. 

21 , 

1 982, 96 Stat. 1923; Pub. L. 99-308, 5 102, May 19, 1986, 100 Stat. 451; Pub. L. 99-

408, 

S 2, Aug. 28, 1986, I OO Stat. 920; Pub. L. 99-514, S 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2095; 

Pub. 

L. 100-649, S 2(a),  Nov. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 381 6, 3818; Pube L. 100-690, title VII, 

S 7060(c), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4404; Pub. L. 101-647, title XVII, S title XXII, 2201 , 

2202, 2204(b), title 53524, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4844, 4856, 4857, 

4924; Pub. L. 103-159, tifle l, S 1  (b), title III,  Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 
1 536, 1539, 1545; Pub. L. 103-322, title XI, 55 1 10102(a), 1 10103(a), 1 10105(2), 1 101 06, 

1 10201  1 1 0401  (c), 1 1051 1, 1 10514, title XXXII, 320904, 320927, title XXXIII, 

533001 1 (i), sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1996, 1998, 2000, 2010, 2014, 2019, 2125, 

2131, 

2145; Pub. L. 104-208, div. A, title l, S 1 01 (f) [title VI, 657, 658(b)], sept. 30, 1996, 1 

10 

Stat. 3009-314, 3009-369, 3009-372; Pub. L. 104-294, title VI, S 603(b), 

(g), Oct. 1 1, 1 996, 1 10 Stat. 3503, 3504; Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, S 101 (b) [title l, S 

121], 

Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-50, 2681-71; Pub. L. 107-273, div. B, titre IV, 

Nov. 2, 2002, 1 16 Stat. 1811; Pub. L. 107-296, title XI, 51 1  (6), Nov. 25, 2002, 1 

16 Stat. 2276; Pub. L. 109-92,  6(a), Oct. 26, 2005, 1 19 Stat. 2099, 2101 ; Pub. L. 

1 14-94, div. A, title XI, S  Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1688; Pub. L. 1 17-103, div. 

W, title XI, S 1 104(b), Mar. 15, 2022, 136 Stat. 921; Pub. L. 1 17-159, div. A, title 
II, SS 1 2001 (3), 1 June 25, 2022, 136 Stat. 1322, 1324, 1329.) 
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O This article was published more than 34 years ago 

Ube post 
Democracy Dies in Darkness 

PERMANENT IMPORT BAN ON ASSAULT RIFLES 

43 TYPES AFFECTED BY BUSH ORDER 

By Paula Yost 

July 7, 1989 at 8:00 p.m. EDT 
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The Bush administration yesterday imposed a permanent import ban on 43 types of semiautomatic assault 

rifles, including the Chinese-made AK47 and Israeli-made Uzi carbine. Stephen E. Higgins, director of the 

Treasury Department's Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF), said the government had studied 50 

types of imported assault rifles and decided that all but seven were not being used for sport as required by the 

Gun Control Act of 1968. Shipment of the 50 types of weapons had been suspended since March, pending the 

government review. Foreign gun makers have 30 days to appeal the decision. Higgins said the study did not 

reveal what percentage of the 400,000 imported assault weapons already in the country had been used in 

commission of crimes. While the action bars entry of more than 750,000 weapons, it will not stop domestic 

companies from manufacturing weapons identical to those banned. "This is just a bonus to domestic companies 

because obviously they can raise their prices now," Rep. Fortney H. "Pete" Stark (D-Calif) said. "They won't be 

faced with cheaper imports, and their demand should go up." Of all weapons used in crime annually, Higgins 

estimated that about 10 percent were semiautomatic assault rifles and about half of those domestic. The ATF 

has estimated that domestic weapons account for 75 percent of the 3 million semiautomatics owned by 

Americans. Stark applauded President Bush for "having the guts to stand up to the National Rifle Association" 

but said Bush must take a similar stand against domestic weapons. If U.S.made assault rifles were subjected to 

the same standards as those produced abroad, 17 would be banned, according to Treasury Secretary Nicholas F. 

Brady, who pleased and surprised gun-control advocates by saying so in written congressional testimony last 

month. Several bills, including one proposed by Stark and Rep. Tom Campbell (RCalif.), would put controls on 

or eliminate many domestically produced assault weapons. While the government's action drew cheers from 

gun-control advocates, gun-lobbying groups expressed anger, and some accused Bush of breaking campaign 

promises. "One has to wonder whether one can trust George Bush," said John Snyder, public affairs director of 

the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms. "He ran on a platform of adamant support for the 

right of Americans to keep and bear arms . . . now he's already stabbing one of his main constituent blocs in the 

back." At the ATF news conference yesterday, Higgins held up a Galil, a semiautomatic version of a machine 

gun carried by Israeli soldiers. He said it bears the most militaristic characteristics of all the banned imports, 

including a large, detachable magazine and a grenade launcher. Higgins said the ATF study involved 

examination of the weapons by firearm experts, review of how they were marketed or advertised and whether 

they were used for sport. "Most of them are not being even marketed as hunting guns or sporting guns," he said. 

Some were being used for home protection and others for "going out and shooting around," he added. "We 

don't consider those to be sporting activities, and obviously some of those are being used in crime," he said. 

Higgins said the ATF found the seven acceptable weapons were used for hunting and in recognized gun 

competitions. Higgins said the odds of a successful appeal of the ban are slim because the government survey 

was comprehensive. He said that the Customs Service has seized 20,000 weapons awaiting entry into the 

United States and that they will be returned to their makers unless sold to U.S. law-enforcement authorities. 

The 43 types of weapons barred permanently are: 

AK47, AK47S, AKA, AKS, AKM, AKMS, uS, ARM, 84S1, 8+3, HK91, HK93, HK94, G3SA. Kl, K2, ARIOO, M14S, 

MAS223, SIG 550SP, SIG 551SP, SKS with detachable magazine, 86S, 86S7, 87S. Galil, Type 56, Type 56S, Valmet 

M76, Valmet M78, M76 counter sniper, PAL, LIAIA, SAR 48. AUG, FNC, Uzi carbine, Algimec AGMI, AR180, 
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Australian Automatic Arms SAR, Beretta AR70, Beretta BM59 and CIS SR88. The seven approved for importation: 

AK22, AP74, Galil-22, M16-22, Unique Fll, Erma EMI.22 and Valmet Hunter. 
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AUGUST 31, 2023 

FACT SHEET: Biden-Harris Administration 

Takes Another Life-Saving Step to Keep Guns 

Out of Dangerous Hands 

In March, President Biden signed an Executive Order directing the 

Attorney General to move as close to universal background checks as 

possible within existing law. Today, as a result of the Executive Order and 

the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, the Department of Justice is taking 

life-saving action to reduce the number of guns sold without background 

checks and keep guns out of the hands of criminals. 

Why the Biden-Harris Administration is Taking Action 

Since 1994, federal law has required federally licensed firearms dealers to 

run background checks prior to selling or transferring a weapon. These 

background checks have helped keep guns out of the hands of more than 

three million felons, convicted domestic abusers, and other dangerous 

individuals. However, despite the law, individuals who should be licensed 

dealers have refused to obtain a license, skirting the background check 

requirement. 

Last year, Congress passed and President Biden signed into law bipartisan 

legislation to help address this dangerous problem by modifying the 

definition of who has to become a federally licensed firearms dealer. 

Members of Congress—both Democrats and Republicans—made clear that 

they intended for the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act to better protect the 

American people from gun violence by clarifying when someone is 

supposed to become a licensed firearms dealer. 

New Action to Keep Guns Out of Dangerous Hands 
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Today, the Justice Department has announced a proposed rule to specify 



 

175 

 

 



 

176 

 

what exactly the new definition in the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act 

means on the ground. If finalized, this proposed rule would mean the 

following for people who are not selling guns in order to make money: If 

you have a gun you no longer need, and you want to sell it to your family 

member, you do not need a license to sell it. If you buy and sell curios or 

relics or 

"collectible" personal firearms as a hobby, again, you do not need a license. 

But, if you are offering a firearm for sale to make money, and telling a 

customer that you can purchase and sell him additional firearms, you 

would presumptively need a license—and need to run background checks. 

The same is true if you repetitively offer for resale firearms within 30 days 

of when you purchased them. The proposed rule includes a number of 

other situations where, in civil and administrative proceedings and absent 

reliable evidence to the contrary, it will be presumed that you need a 

license. 

Specifically, the proposed rule, if finalized, would clarify that an individual 

would be presumed to be "engaged in the business" of dealing in 

firearms— and therefore be required to become a licensed firearms dealer 

and run background checks—if they meet certain conditions. For example, 

under the proposed rule, a person would be presumed to be required to 

become a licensed dealer and run background checks if they meet one or 

more of the following criteria: 

• Offer for sale any number of firearms and also represents to potential 

buyers that they are willing and able to purchase and sell them 

additional firearms; 

• Repetitively offer for sale firearms within 30 days after they were 

purchased; 

• Repetitively offer for sale firearms that are like new in their original 

packaging; 

• Repetitively offer for sale multiple firearms of the same make and 

model; or 
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• As a formerly federally-licensed firearms dealer, sell firearms that were 

in the business inventory and not transferred to a personal collection at 

least a year before the sale, addressing the so-called "fire sale 

loophole." 
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The proposed rule would also clarify that, for civil or administrative actions, 

an individual would be presumed to have the intent to "predominantly earn 

a profit"—one of the elements of engaging in the business of dealing 

firearms— if the person engages in activities such as: 

• Creating a website or making business cards to advertise or market a 

firearms business; 

• Maintaining records to document and track profits and losses from 

firearms purchases or sales; or 

• Purchasing business insurance or renting space at a gun show. 

The proposed rule would make clear that there is no "gun show loophole" 

or "internet loophole" in federal law. Dealers who engage in the business of 

selling guns are required to obtain a license and run background checks no 

matter where they engage in the business of buying and selling firearms. 

That include at gun shows and over the Internet. 

The proposed rule is now open for public comment. The Department of 

Justice will consider the comments it receives in deciding on a final rule. 

Continuing to Call on Congress to Act 

This rule is a significant step toward reducing the percentage of firearms sold 

for profit without background checks. It builds on previous Biden-Harris 

Administration actions to save lives and combat the epidemic of gun 

violence. 

However, to fully address this problem, Congress must act. The President 

continues to call on Congress to enact universal background checks 

legislation, as well as other commonsense legislation to ban assault weapons 

and high-capacity magazines, require safe storage of guns, and end immunity 

from liability for gun manufacturers. These are life-saving measures that the 
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vast majority of Americans and gun owners support to protect our Country 

from the threat of gun violence. 
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MARCH 14, 2023 

FACT SHEET: President Biden Announces 

New Actions to Reduce Gun Violence and 

Make Our Communities Safer 

Today, in Monterey Park, California, President Biden will announce an 

Executive Order with the goal of increasing the number of background 

checks conducted before firearm sales, moving the U.S. as close to 

universal background checks as possible without additional legislation. The 

Executive Order will also keep more guns out of dangerous hands by 

increasing the effective use of "red flag" laws, strengthen efforts to hold the 

gun industry accountable, and accelerate law enforcement efforts to identify 

and apprehend the shooters menacing our communities. President Biden is 

also encouraging the Federal Trade Commission to issue a public report 

analyzing how gun manufacturers market firearms to minors. 

President Biden is traveling to Monterey Park to grieve with the families 

and community impacted by the mass shooting that claimed Il lives and 

injured nine others in January. Monterey Park is part of a growing list of 

communities all across the country that are forever changed due to gun 

violence—not only mass shootings, but also daily acts of gun violence that 

may not make national headlines. 

Last year, President Biden signed into the law the Bipartisan Safer 

Communities Act, the most significant gun violence reduction legislation 

enacted in nearly 30 years. When celebrating the Act's passage, he called on 

Congress to seize the bipartisan momentum and advance additional 

commonsense steps to reduce gun violence. Again and again, he has called 

for Congress to act, including by banning assault weapons and high-capacity 

magazines, requiring background checks for all gun sales, requiring safe 
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storage of firearms, closing the dating violence restraining order loophole, 

and repealing gun manufacturers' immunity from liability. 
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As he continues to call on Congress to act, President Biden will do 

everything he can to reduce gun violence and save lives. That is why, over 

the past two years, President Biden has taken more executive action to reduce 

gun 

 

violence than any other president at this point in their presidency. 

The President's new Executive Order to reduce gun violence includes the 

following additional actions, all of which fall within existing executive 

authority and outside of the right protected by the Second Amendment: 

Keeping.guns-out-Q.f.danger.ous-hauds 

The Executive Order directs the President's Cabinet to: 

• Increase the number of background checks by ensuring that all 

background checks required by law are conducted before firearm 

purchases, moving the U.S. as close to universal background checks as 

possible without additional legislation. A large majority of Americans 

support background checks and agree it's common sense to check 

whether someone is a felon or domestic abuser before allowing them to 

buy a gun. The President will continue to call on Congress to pass 

universal background check legislation. In the meantime, he is directing 

the Attorney General to do everything he can to ensure that firearms 

sellers who do not realize they are required to run background checks 

under existing law, or who are willfully violating existing law, become 

compliant with background check requirements. Specifically, the 

President is directing the Attorney General to move the U.S. as close to 

universal background checks as possible without additional legislation 

by clarifying, as appropriate, the statutory definition of who is "engaged 

in the business" of dealing in firearms, as updated by the Bipartisan 

Safer Communities Act. This move would mean fewer guns will be sold 

without background checks, and therefore fewer guns will end up in the 

hands of felons and domestic abusers. The President is also directing the 

Attorney General to develop and implement a plan to prevent former 
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federally licensed firearms dealers, whose licenses have been revoked or 

surrendered, from continuing to engage in the business of dealing in 

firearms. 

• Improve public awareness and increase appropriate use of extreme 

risk protection ("red flag") orders and safe storage of firearms. 19 
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states and the District of Columbia have enacted red flag laws, 

allowing trusted community members to petition a court to determine 

whether an individual is dangerous, and then to temporarily remove an 

individual's access to firearms. However, these laws are only effective 

if the public knows when and how to use red flag orders. President 

Biden is directing members of his Cabinet to encourage effective use of 

extreme risk protection orders, including by partnering with law 

enforcement, health care providers, educators, and other community 

leaders. In addition, President Biden is directing members of his 

Cabinet to expand existing federal campaigns and other efforts to 

promote safe storage of firearms. 

• Address the loss or theft of firearms during shipping. Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) data indicates an 

over 250% increase in the number of firearms reported as lost or stolen 

during shipment between federally licensed firearms dealers, from 

roughly 1,700 in 2018 to more than 6,100 in 2022. President Biden is 

directing the 

Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with the Department of 

Justice, to work to reduce the loss or theft of firearms during shipment 

and to improve reporting of such losses or thefts, including by engaging 

with carriers and shippers. 

Holding the gun industry accountable 

The Executive Order directs the President's Cabinet to: 

• Provide the public and policymakers with more information regarding 

federally licensed firearms dealers who are violating the law. Gun 

dealers violating federal law put us all at risk by increasing the likelihood 

that firearms will fall into dangerous hands. The President is directing 

the Attorney General to publicly release, to the fullest extent permissible 

by law, ATF records from the inspection of firearms dealers cited for 

violation of federal firearm laws. This information will empower the 

public and policymakers to better understand the problem, and then 

improve our laws to hold rogue gun dealers accountable. 
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• Use the Department of Defense's acquisition of firearms to further 

firearm and public safety practices. The Department of Defense buys a 

large number of firearms and other weapons to protect and serve our 

country. The President is directing the Secretary of Defense to develop 
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and implement principles to further firearm and public safety practices 

through Department of Defense acquisition of firearms, consistent with 

applicable law. 

President Biden is also encouraging the independent Federal Trade 

Commission (FTC) to issue a public report analyzing how gun 

manufacturers market firearms to minors and how such manufacturers 

market firearms to all civilians, including through the use of military 

imagery. 

Additional_steps to make our communities_safer_and support 

cnmmunitie.s-impacted.hy-gun-!.iolence 

The Executive Order will direct the President's Cabinet to: 

• Help catch shooters by accelerating federal law enforcement's reporting 

of ballistics data. The National Integrated Ballistics Information Network 

(NIBIN) allows federal, state, and local law enforcement to match fired 

cartridge casings to the guns from which they were fired, making it easier 

for law enforcement to connect multiple crime scenes and catch shooters. 

In order to maximize NIBIN's effectiveness, federal, state, and local law 

enforcement all have an important role to play in ensuring timely 

submission of ballistics data to NIBIN. Today, the President is directing 

all federal law enforcement agencies to issue rigorous requirements 

regarding NIBIN data submission and use of this tool. 

• Accelerate and intensify implementation of the Bipartisan Safer 

Communities Act (BSCA). BSCA is the most significant gun safety 

legislative accomplishment in nearly 30 years, and the Biden-Harris 

Administration is treating it as such by making the most of every 

opportunity it provides to reduce gun violence. President Biden is 

directing each agency responsible for the law's implementation to send a 

report to him, within 60 days, on progress toward full implementation of 

BSCA and additional steps they will take to maximize the benefits of the 
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law, including by increasing public awareness and use of the resources 

made available by BSCA. 



 

193 

 

 



 

194 

 

• Improve federal support for gun violence survivors, victims and 

survivors' families, first responders to gun violence, and communities 

affected by gun violence. When a hurricane overwhelms a community, 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) coordinates 

federal, state, local, and non-profit organizations in order to assess and 

meet community needs. However, when a mass shooting overwhelms 

a community, no coordinated U.S. government mechanism exists to 

meet short- and long-term needs, such as mental health care for grief 

and trauma, financial assistance (for example, when a family loses the 

sole breadwinner or when a small business is shut down due to a 

lengthy shooting investigation), and food (for example, when the 

Buffalo shooting closed down the only grocery store in the 

neighborhood). The President is directing members of his Cabinet to 

develop a proposal for how the federal government can better support 

communities after a mass shooting, and identify what additional 

resources or authorities the executive branch would need from 

Congress to implement this proposal. 

• Advance congressional efforts to prevent the proliferation of firearms 

undetectable by metal detectors. In recent years, we've seen the rise of 

technology that allows guns to be made with polymers and other 

materials that are increasingly capable of avoiding detection by metal 

detectors. President Biden is directing the Attorney General to help 

Congress modernize and make permanent the Undetectable Firearms 

Act of 1988, which is currently set to expire in December 2023. 
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Presidential Documents 

Title 3— Executive Order 14092 of March 14, 2023 

The President Reducing Gun Violence and Making Our Communities Safer 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, I hereby order as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. Every few days in the United States, we mourn a new mass 
shooting. Daily acts of gun violence—including community violence, domestic 
violence, suicide, and accidental shootings—may not always make the evening 
news, but they too cut lives short and leave survivors and their communities with 
long-lasting physical and mental wounds. We cannot accept these facts as the 
enduring reality of life in America. Instead, we must together insist that we have 
had enough, and that we will no longer allow the interests of the gun manufacturers 
to win out over the safety of our children and Nation. 

It is the policy of my Administration that executive departments and 
agencies (agencies) will pursue every legally available and appropriate 
action to reduce gun violence. Through this whole-of-government 
approach, my Administration has made historic progress to save lives. My 
Administration has taken action to keep guns out of dangerous hands and 
especially dangerous weapons off of our streets; hold gun traffickers and 
rogue gun dealers accountable; fund accountable, effective community 
policing; and invest in community violence interventions and prevention 
strategies. 

Last year, I signed into law the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (the "Act"), the 
most significant bipartisan gun safety legislation in nearly 30 years. The Act 
provides communities with new tools to combat gun violence, including enhanced 
gun background checks for individuals under age 21, funding for extreme risk 
protection orders and other crisis interventions, and increased mental health 
resources to help children impacted by gun violence heal from the resulting grief 
and trauma. 

I continue to call on the Congress to take additional action to reduce gun 
violence, including by banning assault weapons and high-capacity 
magazines, requiring background checks for all gun sales, requiring safe 
storage of firearms, funding my comprehensive Safer America Plan, and 
expanding community violence intervention and prevention strategies. In 
the meantime, my Administration will continue to do all that we can, within 
existing authority, to make our communities safer. 

Sec. 2. Implementation of the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act. The Attor• 
ney General, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Secretary of 
Education, and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall each submit a 
report to the President within 60 days of the date of this order describing 
what actions their respective agencies have taken to implement the Act, data 
and analysis regarding the use and early effects of the Act, and additional 
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steps their respective agencies will take to maximize the benefits of the Act. 
These reports shall include a plan for increasing public awareness and use 
of resources made available by the Act. 

Sec. 3. Additional Agency Actions to Reduce Gun Violence. (a) The Attorney 
General shall develop and implement a plan to: 

(i) clarify the definition of who is engaged in the business of dealing in firearms, 
and thus required to become Federal firearms licensees (FFLs), 
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in order to increase compliance with the Federal background check 
requirement for firearm sales, including by considering a rulemaking, as 
appropriate and consistent with applicable law; 

(ii) prevent former FFLs whose licenses have been revoked or 
surrendered from continuing to engage in the business of dealing in firearms; 

(iii) publicly release, to the fullest extent permissible by law, 
inspection reports of FFL dealers cited for violations of the law; and 

(iv) support efforts to modernize and make permanent the Undetectable 
Firearms Act (18 U.S.C. 922(p)). 

(b) The Secretary of Defense; the Attorney General; the Secretary of 
Homeland Security; the Secretary of Health and Human Services, including 
through the Surgeon General of the United States; the Secretary of Education; and 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall expand existing Federal campaigns and 
other efforts to promote safe storage of firearms. 

(c) The Secretary of Defense; the Attorney General; the Secretary of 
Homeland Security; the Secretary of Health and Human Services, including 
through the Surgeon General of the United States; and the Secretary of Education 
shall undertake efforts to encourage effective use of extreme risk protection orders 
("red flag" laws), partnering with law enforcement, health care providers, 
educators, and other community leaders. 

(d) The Attorney General; the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, including through the Surgeon General of the United States; the 
Secretary of Education; the Secretary of Homeland Security; the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget; and the heads of other agencies, as 
appropriate, shall develop a proposal for the President, and submit it no later 
than September 15, 2023, on how the Federal Government can better 
support the recovery, mental health, and other needs of survivors of gun 
violence, families of victims and survivors of gun violence, first responders 
to incidents of gun violence, and communities affected by gun violence. The 
proposal should draw on existing evidence, where available, and take into 
account how to address needs in both the immediate aftermath of mass 
shootings and in the years following such events. The proposal should 
recommend any additional executive branch coordination and additional 
resources or authorities from the Congress needed to implement the 
proposal, as well as how agencies will assess the outcomes for the activities 
implemented. 

(e) The Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of Homeland Security, shall develop and 
implement principles to further firearm and public safety practices through 
the Department of Defense's acquisition of firearms, consistent with 
applicable law. 

(f) The heads of Federal law enforcement agencies shall, as soon as 
practicable, but no later than 180 days from the date of this order, ensure 
that their respective law enforcement components issue National Integrated 
Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN) submission and utilization policies 
with requirements that are equivalent to, or exceed, the requirements of the 
policy issued by the Department of Justice on December 12, 2022, to ensure 
the prompt entry of ballistics data recovered in connection with criminal 



 

200 

 

investigations into NIBIN. In consultation with the Department of Justice, 
the Department of Defense policies may be tailored to address specific 
operational considerations. 

(g) The Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with the 
Department of Justice, shall work to reduce the loss or theft of firearms 
during shipment between FFLs and to improve reporting of such losses or 
thefts, including by engaging with carriers and shippers. 

(h) The Federal Trade Commission is encouraged to issue a public 
report analyzing how gun manufacturers market firearms to minors and how 
such manufacturers market firearms to civilians, including through the use 
of military imagery. 
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Sec. 4. Definitions. For purposes of this order, 

the term "Federal law enforcement agency" means an 

organizational unit or subunit of the executive 

branch that employs officers who are authorized to 

make arrests and carry firearms, and that is 

responsible for the prevention, detection, and 

investigation of crime or the apprehension of 

alleged offenders. The term "heads of Federal law 

enforcement agencies" means the heads of those 

units or subunits. 

Sec. 5. General Provisions, (a) Nothing in this order 

shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive 

department or agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of 

Management and Budget relating to budgetary, 

administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent 

with applicable law and subject to the availability 

of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, 

create any right or benefit, substantive or 

procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 

party against the United States, its departments, 

agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or 

agents, or any other person. 

 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

March 14, 2023. 

(FR Doc. 2023-05714 
Filed 3-16-23; 11:15 an)) 

Billing code 3395-F3-P 
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