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TACTICAL CONFERENCE PRESENTERS AND THEIR TOPICS 

John Farnam,  Defense Training International, Colorado    AIRGUN RANGE 
www.defense-training.com 
 

John is one of the most senior firearms and tactics instructors in the US, teaching all 
over the United States and abroad since the 1970’s. He served as a Marine infantry 
officer in Vietnam, followed by decades of law enforcement experience in this 
country. 
 

“Urban Rifle/Carbine” 
 

Classroom only. No special requirements. Students need no special equipment. 
 

Subjects covered: 
equipment 
accessories 
optics 
mounts 
training for the event 

 

Friday, 1pm-3pm     Saturday, 1pm-3pm, Airgun Range 
 
Steve Moses,    Bluff Dale Academy,    Texas                          AIRGUN RANGE 
www.bluffdalefirearmsacademy.com 
 

Steve is a commissioned law enforcement officer in Texas and a longtime trainer. He 
has a strong martial arts background as well as a great deal of training in firearms 
and edged weapons use. 
 

“Developing a Defensive Knife Skills Class for Female Students” 
 

There are an untold number of women in our country that are keenly interested in 
being able to adequately defend themselves and their children but are constrained 
for whatever reason from always or frequently having access to a handgun. The 
objective of this block of instruction will be the development of a course of 
instruction that not only reaches out to female students but also equips them with 
the new knowledge and skills that will better enable them to deal with possible and 
actual threats. 

Saturday, 3:30pm-5:30pm, Airgun Range 

 

http://www.bluffdalefirearmsacademy.com/
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Skip Gochenour,          American Tactical Shooting Association          (ATSA) 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania                      CLASSROOM 
Skip directed the National Tactical Invitational (NTI) for 20 years. He is a retired 
police investigator who now specializes in homicide investigations as a private 
investigator. He is one of the most experienced homicide investigators in the US. 

“Problem Two: On Trial” 
 

You have survived Problem One, a confrontation with one or more Violent Criminal 
Actors. 
 

Now you confront Problem Two, you have been charged with Criminal Homicide. 
 

Criminal trials are not about truth.  The truth is irrelevant.   Criminal trials are about 
evidence and how that evidence can be interpreted within the parameters of the 
statutes regarding Criminal Homicide. 
 

What legal, factual and community factors do Prosecutors consider in making a 
charging decision?  What procedural tools are available to Prosecutors to dispose of 
a homicide case without resort to charging Criminal Homicide?   Should you submit 
to interview by Police? 
 

How do you select a Criminal Defense Attorney to represent you?  Are there Criminal 
Defense Attorneys who are “experts” at handling self-defense cases?  Are there 
Criminal Defense Attorneys who are “experts” at handling Justification defenses?  
Are former Prosecutors preferable as Criminal Defense Attorneys in use of force 
cases?  Should you eliminate from consideration any Criminal Defense Attorney who 
supports anti-gun initiatives?  How is Discovery conducted?  How do you know that 
all sources of evidence have been collected and exploited?  The decision that 
matters most is that of the Jury.  How are Juries selected?  What goes on in the Jury 
Room during deliberations? 
 

All of these questions and more will be explored in detail in this lecture. 
 

Saturday, 3:30pm-5:30pm, Classroom 
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Chuck Haggard, Lieutenant      Topeka, Kansas                Police Department 
        CLASSROOM 

Chuck is a current supervisory officer with the Topeka Police Department and 
formerly a SWAT officer with that agency for many years. He holds trainer 
certifications from a number of sources. He will offer two blocks of instruction. 
 

“Active Shooters/Terrorist Events” (Block 1) 
 

Updated history of active shooter events including, terrorist events and active 
shooter incidents. Chuck has the distinction of being on the scene as a SWAT 
officer/responder in two separate active shooter incidents in the US. 
 

Friday, 3:30pm-5:30pm, (Block 1), Classroom 
 
“OC (Pepper Spray) Use” (Block 2)           
UPSTAIRS 
 

How to select, carry and deploy pepper spray for maximum effectiveness. Classroom 
plus live exercise with inert trainers. If you have a dummy gun that fits your holster, 
please bring it to class. No live weapons in the exercise! 
 

Friday, 10:30am-12:30pm     Saturday, 8am-10am, (Block 2), Upstairs 
 
Shane Gosa     Police Officer      Instructor      CQB Services Int’l     Georgia  
            CLASSROOM 
Shane is a highly trained law enforcement officer with instructor level certifications 
from several sources. He was a personal protégé of Jeff Cooper’s and spent a great 
deal of time at Gunsite, learning firsthand from Jeff and later applying these lessons 
in police service. 
 

“Developing, Maintaining and Proper Use of the Mental Trigger” 
 

Col. Jeff Cooper developed the now famous “Color Code” which is widespread 
throughout the training community. Many people do not realize the color code was 
really what the Colonel used to “trip the mental trigger”. This block of instruction will 
show you how to develop, maintain, and use your own mental trigger. You will be 
presented with ways to enhance and maintain your situational awareness without 
letting the need for maximum security overwhelm your daily life. We will then 
discuss things that can be done to actually ensure safety as opposed to giving an 
illusion of it. Finally, you will be shown options on how to go from mild-mannered, 
potential victim to victor through speed, surprise, and overwhelming violence of 
action. 
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This class will be taught by an active duty police officer who for over the last decade 
has primarily worked lone patrol in remote areas. While it draws heavily from  
Col. Cooper’s original mindset program, it also includes material from actual events, 
thousands of hours of advanced tactical training, and personal experiences of the 
presenter. This class consists of lecture, PowerPoint presentation, several short 
video clips and two practical exercises. 
 

Friday, 8am-10am, Classroom 
 
Cecil Burch          Phoenix, Arizona           UPSTAIRS 
 

Cecil is a well-known BJJ trainer from the Phoenix, Arizona area and a serious 
student of both armed and unarmed disciplines. 
 

“Immediate Action in Extreme Close Quarters” 
 

This two hour block of instruction focuses on the immediate action skills necessary 
for defending against extreme close quarters spontaneous assaults. 
 

This is a hands on module in which participants will learn and train high percentage 
physical skills to keep them in the fight even when starting from an initiative deficit 
such as sucker punches and sudden rushes. It does not require any previous 
training, nor does it require any great physical prowess. This coursework is for 
anyone regardless of physical condition. The trainer will provide any special 
equipment needed. 

Saturday, 3:30pm-5:30pm     Sunday, 8am-10am, Upstairs 

Spencer Keepers     Keepers Concealment     Oklahoma     AIRGUN RANGE 

 

Spencer is a high level shooter, who has trained extensively with most of the top tier 
shooting instructors in the US, and he both teaches courses and hosts outside 
trainers at his facility in Oklahoma. He is also an accomplished holster designer and 
maker, designer of the famous “Keeper”   AIWB rig. 

“The In’s and Out’s of Concealed Carry” 

Spencer is a master class shooter, a trainer and a respected holster maker. In this 
class he will discuss the worst to best ways of carrying a concealed gun. Spencer will 
address how to carry a gun when you are injured or restricted by dress. He will talk 
about holster options, off body carry, how to dress around the gun and how to gun 
around the dress. He will cover all of the every day concerns related to habitually 
carrying a concealed handgun. 

Friday, 3:30pm-5:30pm, Airgun Range 
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Southnarc, Craig Douglas       Shivworks                Gulf Coast, Mississippi 
www.Shivworks.com            UPSTAIRS 
 

Craig retired as a captain from a southern law enforcement agency where he 
headed up a regional drug task force and SWAT team. He is nationally recognized as 
one of the masters of teaching conflict management for the armed individual. 
 

Southnarc will be doing two blocks of instruction.  
 

“MUC (Managing Unknown Contacts)” (Block 1) 
 

Craig is the acknowledged master of the subject, which will include information on 
the criminal paradigm, positioning and how to avoid being trapped, verbalization 
skills and other areas of the pre-fight that often dictate the outcome of the fight 
itself. 
Saturday, 1pm-3pm, (Block 1), Upstairs 

“Live Scenario-Based Experiential Learning Clinic” (Block 2)         
UPSTAIRS 
 

Craig will also conduct a live scenario-based experiential learning clinic during the 
weekend. This will be an opportunity to exercise some of the mental skills learned 
while interacting with live trained role players. 
 

Sunday, 10:30-12:30 (Block 2), Upstairs 
 
Karl Rehn     KR Training      Austin, Texas             UPSTAIRS 
www.krtraining.com 
 

Karl is an accomplished shooter, a high-level competitor in IDPA and USPSA 
shooting, a talented trainer and a highly analytical researcher. He operates KR 
Training, a shooting school located near Austin, Texas. 
 

“Handgun Shooting Performance and Human Factors” 
 

Three topics related to handgun shooting performance and human factors will be 
discussed. 
 

Grip strength and its impact on recoil control; gun manipulation and selection of grip 
technique; gender differences in average grip strength and methods to increase grip 
strength. 
 
 

http://www.shivworks.com/


 

P
ag

e6
 

Shooting performance losses between full-size and subcompact handguns, and 
prediction of typical performance decrease based on training level. 
 
First shot speed and accuracy at 5 and 10 yards, one handed and two-handed; using 

iron sights, laser and slide mounted red dot sights. Data from shooting tests 

involving moderate sized student groups for topics two and three will be presented 

and methods shared in the interest of motivating others to run similar tests to 

increase the dataset for future study. 

 
Friday, 3:30pm-5:30pm     Sunday, 1pm-3pm, Upstairs 
 
John Hearne    DVC Targets     Pontotoc, Mississippi              AIRGUN RANGE 
www.dvctargets.com 
 
John is a federal law enforcement officer, certified by FLETC as his agency’s firearms 
and defensive tactics instructor. He has trained heavily at Gunsite and Thunder 
Ranch as well as with most of the traveling firearms trainers. He has been an 
instructor at Rangemaster for over 10 years and is the designer and maker of the 
“Tactical Ted” reactive target system, as used in our match. 
 
“Performance Under Fire: Myths, Realities, and other Relevant Research” 
 
The primary focus of this course will be to offer an overview of the most current 
research on human performance while under life-and-death stress. Particular 
attention will be paid to dispelling popular misconceptions based on outdated 
information.  
 
The secondary focus of this course is to provide a survey of the most recent and 
relevant research information that relates to the armed citizen. 
 
Topics include best methods for training, how not to get shot by responding officers 
and vision considerations. 
 
Saturday, 8:30am-12:30pm     Sunday, 8:30am-12:30pm, Airgun Range 
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Leslie Buck      Tactical Arts Academy     Austin, Texas            UPSTAIRS 
www.tacticalarts.com 
 
Leslie is a defensive tactics trainer based in Texas. He has trained extensively in 
firearms, edged weapons and empty hand skills. 
 
“Seamless Training:  A Systematic Approach to Personal Defense” 
 
The more options you have to choose from, the longer it takes you to make a 
decision. Under the pressure of an attack, any delay in your response could be fatal. 
Your training should prepare you for success, not failure. Your method of self-
defense should have a few options that can be applied very quickly: techniques 
learned in a systematic approach to teach individuals to quickly adapt to unknown 
and changing conditions for effective, practical application. Students will learn to 
apply a small set of transferable skills that are applicable to empty hands, impact 
weapons, edged weapons and firearms at contact distance. If you have a dummy 
gun that fits your holster, please bring it. 
 
Friday, 8am-10am, Upstairs      
 
Darryl Bolke and Wayne Dobbs         HiTS Training                    Dallas, Texas 
www.hardwiredtacticalshooting.com         AIRGUN RANGE 
 
Wayne and Darryl are both retired police officers who served in a variety of crime 
suppression duties with their agencies, as well as firearms instructors for their 
departments. They currently operate Hardwired Tactical Shooting, a training 
company in the Dallas area. Both are highly skilled shooters and instructors. 
 
“The Critical Two Seconds:  Using Consistent Hardwired Training to Win 
Gunfights” 
 
Darryl Bolke and Wayne Dobbs of Hardwired Tactical Shooting (HiTS) will offer a 
presentation that covers the applications in the field of how over-learned 
(hardwired) training applies to actual lethal force events. 
 
Darryl will focus on the review of multiple first-hand investigated shooting events 
and how the training principles discussed by John Hearne in his lectures are applied, 
as well as the repetitive training procedures used by some of the most successful 
law enforcement gunfighters in modern history, and how you can utilize the same 
training procedures and goals.

http://www.hardwiredtacticalshooting.com/
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This will lead into Wayne Dobbs discussing the “Two Second Standards”. 
 
Wayne has spent numerous years researching gunfights, corresponding with top 
trainers and successful gunfighters to develop a means to set a standard to train to. 
Wayne will cover the critical two seconds before a fight, the two seconds in the fight 
and the two seconds after the fight and what the student can do to improve their 
performance in these areas. 
 
Sunday, 3:30pm-5:30pm, Airgun Range 
 
William Aprill     Rangemaster     New Orleans, Louisiana   CLASSROOM 
 
William is a highly skilled shooter, holding instructor level certifications from several 
schools, including the highest rating from the famed Rogers Shooting School. He has 
worked extensively in law enforcement before becoming a psychologist. His 
academic training as a psychologist, clinical experience working with criminals, and 
field experience working with criminals in a law enforcement capacity give him a 
unique perspective on the subject matter. 
 
“Fatal Choices:  Some of What We Know About Violent Criminal Actors and 
Their Target Selection” 
 
In this fast-paced interactive presentation participants will be exposed to the inner 
workings of the criminal mind. 
 
We will review the goals of the violent assault paradigm, drivers of the behavior and 
common principles employed by VCA’s to select targets for criminal aggression from 
the mass population. 
 
Emphasis will be placed on defensive countermeasures, de-selection and response 
practices for the lawful defender. 
 
Sunday, 1pm-3pm, Classroom 
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John Holschen         InSights Training Center        Seattle, Washington 
jholschen@insightstraining.com      CLASSROOM 
 
John is a firearms instructor at InSights Training Center, Seattle, Washington. 
 
“Developing a Training Program” 
 

This will be a two hour lecture. 
 

Sunday, 8:00-10:00pm     Classroom 
 
Kathy Jackson     The Cornered Cat    Seattle, Washington        CLASSROOM 
www.corneredcat.com 
 

Kathy is a firearms instructor and author, and an accomplished shooter. 
 

“What do Women Want?” 
 

Classroom presentation: 
 

Women are the fastest-growing demographic among new gun owners and among 
people new to concealed carry. How can we in the training industry reach out to 
potential female students? More important, once we do have female students on the 
range with us, how can we meet their needs, keep them engaged, and encourage 
them to take the next class? 
 

No special equipment needed, note taking materials encouraged. 
 

Friday, 10:30am-12:30pm     Saturday, 8am-10am, Classroom 
 

mailto:jholschen@insightstraining.com
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Greg Ellifritz     Police Officer and Author     Ohio      UPSTAIRS 
www.activeresponsetraining.net 
 
Greg is a working police officer in Ohio, and has served for years as a firearms 
instructor at well-known training schools, including TDI. He has also written several 
articles published in shooting industry and law enforcement publications. 
 
“Explosives Recognition for the Private Citizen” 
 
In this era of terrorist attacks by foreign terrorists and homegrown extremists, 
correctly identifying an explosive device and knowing what to do/and not to do 
around one can be critical information. 
 
Sunday, 3:30pm-5:30pm, Upstairs 
 
Jim Higginbotham   Riposte Training    Greenville, Kentucky    CLASSROOM 
 
Jim was an instructor at Gunsite, has served over 30 years in law enforcement, and 
is currently the subject matter expert on firearms training for the state of Kentucky, 
where he oversees a training complex that provides firearms and tactics instruction 
for the Kentucky National Guard and several law enforcement agencies. 
 
“Fire for Effect” 
 
Preparing for the close encounter of the worst kind; the determined aggressor. 
Topics addressed will include: 
 

 Reality check “Determined aggressors are in the minority but they are not 
rare.” 

 Mechanisms of collapse 
 Training to prevent disaster 

 

Friday, 1pm-3pm, Classroom 
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G. Mark Loreto     Attorney and Police Officer     New Jersey       UPSTAIRS 
 

Mark has served as a commissioned police officer and practices law. He holds a 
firearms instructor certification from Rangemaster and has traveled the US 
extensively while armed under HR 218. 
 

“Traveling Under HR218 and LEOSA” 
 

Classroom lecture aimed at LE, those with power of arrest and authorized to carry 
firearms in line of duty and those who are retired. 
 

This lecture covers the in’s and out’s of LEOSA, 18 U.S.C., 926B-926C, sometimes 
referred to as HR218 and sometimes as the nationwide concealed carry law for 
LEO’s. We will discuss the history and scope of the law, including who is covered, 
what, where and how out-of-state concealed carry is permitted, certain traps for the 
unwary and notable cases. Despite being enacted almost 10 years ago, there is still 
much confusion that surrounds the application of the law. Learn how to enjoy the 
benefits of the law and avoid subjecting yourself to arrest and possible criminal 
prosecution while traveling out-of-state and carrying concealed. At the same time, 
develop an approach that will minimize the possibility of subjecting your agency and 
yourself to a wrongful arrest or civil liability suit when dealing with someone 
traveling through your jurisdiction who may be covered. 
 

Friday, 1pm-3pm     Saturday, 10:30am-12:30pm, Upstairs 
 

Claude Werner   Firearms Safety Training    Atlanta, Georgia   CLASSROOM 
www.dryfire-practice.com 
 

“Designing Partner Training Drills” 
 

Claude served in the US Army Rangers and as the chief instructor at the famed 
Rogers Shooting School in Georgia. He is an accomplished shooter with multiple 
championship titles to his credit and a trained analyst. 
 

Training to work with a partner or family members requires an analysis of life 
circumstances, an evaluation of capabilities and targeted exercises for success. This 
lecture will focus on analyzing a couple/family’s lifestyle and abilities, looking for 
specific likely threat situations and creating training focused on countering those 
threats. Case studies of specific couples in the retail, residential and travel 
environments will be used. 

Saturday, 1pm-3pm, Classroom
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Jon Hodoway         Nighthawk Custom Training                  Rogers, Arkansas 
www.nighthawkcustomtraining.com             CLASSROOM 
 

“Arming and Training School Personnel to Stop an Active Shooter” 
 

Jon is an active firearms trainer who holds instructor level certifications from several 
organizations and is an accomplished competitive shooter. 
 

Classroom overview of school personnel training conducted by Nighthawk Custom 
Training in an Arkansas school district. Topics include: live fire training; live fire 
qualification standards; statistics regarding school shooters; case studies of active 
shooters; interaction with law enforcement; sustainment training to maintain 
proficiency; and much more. 
 

Sunday, 3:30pm-5:30pm, Classroom 
 

Tom Givens     Rangemaster           Memphis, Tennessee      AIRGUN RANGE 
www.rangemaster.com            CLASSROOM 
 

Tom has been conducting firearms training for over 35 years, first in law 
enforcement and for the past 18 years as a full-time trainer. He is certified by 
numerous entities as a firearms and tactics instructor, serves as an expert witness in 
state and federal courts in cases involving firearms and firearms training, has written 
five published firearms textbooks and over 100 magazine articles, and has won 
several state championships in both IDPA and IPSC competition. 
 

“Defining the Threat, Designing Training Programs for Reality” 
 

This is a very detailed lecture on the differences between the environment, 
equipment and rules of engagement among the military, the police and the armed 
private citizen. Once these parameters are established, an intelligent approach to 
training can be developed to address the specific needs of the lawfully armed private 
citizen. We will draw upon numerous sources of information about violent crime 
incidents, including the experiences of over 60 Rangemaster students who have 
been forced to use a handgun in self-defense. 
 

Friday, 10:30am-12:30pm, Airgun Range      Saturday, 10:30am-12:30pm, Classroom 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

http://www.nighthawkcustomtraining.com/
http://www.rangemaster.com/
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Tom Givens     Rangemaster     Memphis, Tennessee           CLASSROOM 
www.rangemaster.com 
  

Tom has been conducting firearms training for over 35 years, first in law 
enforcement and for the past 18 years as a full-time trainer. He is certified by 
numerous entities as a firearms and tactics instructor, serves as an expert witness in 
state and federal courts in cases involving firearms and firearms training, has written 
five published firearms textbooks and over 100 magazine articles and has won 
several state championships in both IDPA and IPSC competition. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 

“Active Shooters in the US, an Overview” 
 

A factual look at the evolution of active shooter/spree killer incidents in the US, to 
include how the killers chose their targets; what to expect from law enforcement 
response; and what you can do to protect yourself and your family if you find 
yourself at the scene of an active shooter incident. We will examine current training 
on the subject from various sources, including the US government and private 
sources. 
 

Sunday, 10:30am-12:30pm, Classroom 
 
Doc K     US Army Special Forces         AIRGUN RANGE 
 

Doc K is a currently serving US Army Special Forces soldier (Green Beret) assigned 
as a combat medic. He has the experience of many years and multiple combat 
deployments. His real name is not used because he is currently still on active duty. 
 

“Combat Casualty Immediate Care” 
 

Those critical first few minutes after a traumatic injury can actually mean the 
difference between life and death. Whether cut with a knife, shot with a firearm, or 
struck by a car, the life of an associate or family member may literally be in your 
hands. This block will address the things you can do immediately, without 
specialized equipment, to enhance the injured party’s chances of recovery. 
 

Friday, 8am-10am     Sunday, 1pm-3pm, Airgun Range 
 


